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Welcome to Worship 
Greet one another in the name of the Christ before and after worship.   

Prepare your hearts for worship so that you will receive a blessing for your life. 

 
Respect those around:  Please attend to your cell phones & pagers: turn them off and/or to vibrate. 

For your benefit: Handicapped restroom is available on left side of the congregation off the vestibule. 

Child bags for worship: These are available near the rear door. Nursery is available for young children 

During Worship: 
(*) Please stand if you are able       Bold Print–The People in Worship respond 



THE PEOPLE GATHER TO PRAISE GOD  

LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY – THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

 

THE PRELUDE  Be in prayer for this time of worship as we begin. 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP   (based on Psalm 124) 

L: Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

P: We belong to God. 

L: When we feel overwhelmed, 

P: God is on our side. 

L: When we are afraid, 

P: God will keep us safe. 

L: Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

P: Blessed be the Lord! 

L: We join together in song:  

 

* HYMN   Forward Through The Ages   555 

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Loving God, call us together as your people; transform us with your 

love. Transform our hearts, that we may love generously. Transform our 

eyes, that we may see your grace. Transform our hands, that we may serve 

others. Transform our spirits, that we may be the body of Christ, gathered 

to worship and sent out to serve. We join together in prayer:  

 

ALL: Caring God, you call us to be the body of Christ: to live in 

community, to care for one another, to use our different gifts. 

Instead of working to sustain community, we follow our own desires. 

Instead of trusting in your care, we think we can do it alone. Forgive 

our neglect of others. Give us obedient spirits, that we may care for 

one another, depend on your love, and use our gifts for your gospel.  

 



* SILENT PRAYER – LISTENING FOR GOD  
 Take time to offer a prayer – or take time to be still and listen for God 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

L: The Lord is on our side, offering words of forgiveness, protecting us 

from danger. We are a forgiven people, bound together in God’s love. We 

are the body of Christ, forgiven and free. P: AMEN.  

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON       

    Psalm 124   Hymnal  846 

Matthew 16:13-20  NT page  17 

 

THE YOUNG AT HEART Do You Know Me?  

 

BLESSINGS OF THE BACK PACKS 

 

Pastor:  I invite all the children and also those with 

backpacks to come forward. (Then pastor will share) 

 

ALL: Gracious God, we lift to you today, these 

students and the student we know who are not 

here. The one here stand here ready to receive 

your blessings and they commit themselves to 

study and learning in the school year ahead. We 

ask your blessing on each of them.  Further, we 

ask your blessing on these backpacks. They will 

hold the school work of each student and will be 

carried from home to school and back again. As these students carry 

these backpacks, may they be reminded of the love and care of this 

congregation that surrounds them each school day.  We pray for all 

students everywhere that will journey through another school year – 

those in public and private schools, colleges and other institutions of 



learning. We pray as well for the teachers and administrators in our 

schools. May they also be sustained by your blessings! May they be 

reminded that this congregation embraces their call to teaching and 

learning and surrounds them with love and care as well. We pray in 

the name of Jesus who we seek to follow day by day. Amen. 

 

AN INVITATION TO SHARE IN DISCIPLESHIP 

THE OFFERTORY   

* RESPONSE    Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow  95 

 

* HYMN    Open My Eyes     454 

       

THE SERMON   The Power Of Prayer     

 

A TIME OF PRAYER  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER     

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory forever. Amen. 

 

* CLOSING HYMN   My Hope Is Built      368  

* BENEDICTION  

* POSTLUDE 

 

Depart to Grow in the Faith – To Go and Share 

Fellowship follows this worship time in the Social Hall 

Come and Share with each other before our Educational Classes begin 

 


