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Welcome to Worship 
 

Greet one another in the name of the Christ before and after worship.   

Prepare your hearts for worship so that you will receive a blessing for your life. 
 

Respect those around:  Please attend to your cell phones & pagers: turn them off and/or to vibrate. 

For your benefit: Handicapped restroom is available on left side of the congregation off the vestibule. 

Child bags for worship: These are available near the rear door. Nursery is available for young children 

During Worship:   (*) Please stand if you are able       Bold Print–The People in Worship respond 
 



THE PEOPLE GATHER TO CELEBRATE  

 

LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY – THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

 

THE PRELUDE  Be in prayer for this time of worship as we begin. 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP    

L: Now is the time of harvest; the time when we gather in the bounty 

P: We bring before God our bountiful lives. 

L: Come, offer your praise and thanksgiving to the Lord of the Harvest. 

P: We offer our praise to God who blesses our lives with goodness. 

L: Gather us in, Lord. Gather us in. 

P: Let our praise and worship be a tribute to your greatness, O God.  

L: We join together in song:  

 

* HYMN   Come Ye Thankful People Come   694 

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: O God, you are one of changing times, on this day – the last of the 

church year, this Sunday before our national Holiday of Thanksgiving, we 

realize you are a God of holidays and gatherings, of sadness and 

loneliness, be with us this day as we gather to offer you thanksgiving for 

the many ways you have touched our lives. We open our hearts to your 

stirring, healing words of love, poured out for us throughout all creation. 

We give you praise for the bounty which surrounds us and for our time 

together. We continue in prayer together: 

 

ALL: O Lord, the malls, the stores and media blare the music of 

Christmas at us. Each call comes to us, inviting us to spend, to hurry 

up, to plan, to participate. It is easy to get so caught up in the mood of 

the coming season, we forget what we are to be about. We confess 

that we, too, have gotten caught up in the secular "reason for the 



season" which is to buy and spend. Slow us down, O Lord. On this 

Sunday before Thanksgiving, help us to put aside our rush to 

Christmas, our Christmas lists and plans. Helps us to remember 

whose we are and to offer our prayers of gratitude to you for your 

constant care. As the man who was healed of his leprosy returned to 

Jesus thanking him for the healing; so help us return to you with our 

songs and spirits of praise. You have blessed us with work to be done, 

harvests to be gathered in, and people with whom to share our 

bounty. Yet, we are called to look beyond our laden tables and filled 

cupboards to those for whom this time is just another day of hunger 

and loss. Help us to reach out to our friends and neighbors and to 

those whom we have called strangers. Remind us that the harvest is 

given to be shared and not hoarded. Remind us that “inasmuch as you 

did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.” Open 

our hearts in actions of gratitude that we may truly offer our praise 

and thanksgiving to you. Open our heart so that we may always live 

thankful lives. 

 

* SILENT PRAYER – LISTENING FOR GOD  

Take time to offer a prayer – or take time to be still and listen for God 

 

* WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

L: We are not alone. No matter how lonely we may feel, God is with us. 

God’s loving care surrounds each and every one of us. Feel the power of 

God’s love in you. Give thanks. Be at peace. 

P: AMEN.  

 

SCRIPTURE     Psalm 100    Hymnal 821 

    Ephesians 1:15-23  NT   181 

    Matthew 25:31-46  NT  27-28  

 

THE YOUNG AT HEART  Saying Thank You 



 

* HYMN      For the Beauty Of The Earth   92 

 

AN INVITATION TO SHARE IN DISCIPLESHIP 

 

THE OFFERTORY   

 

* RESPONSE      Seek Ye First (vs1)    405 

 

* HYMN    Now Thank We All Our God  102 

       

THE SERMON   A Real Down-and-Outer  

 

A TIME OF PRAYER  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER     

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory forever. Amen. 

 

* CLOSING HYMN   My Hope Is Built     368 

 

* BENEDICTION  

 

* POSTLUDE 

 

Depart to Grow in the Faith – To Go and Share 

Fellowship follows this worship time in the Social Hall 

Come and Share with each other before our Educational Classes begin 


