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Follow the Star 



Welcome to Worship 
 

Greet one another in the name of the Christ before and after worship.   

Prepare your hearts for worship so that you will receive a blessing for your life. 
 

Respect those around:  Please attend to your cell phones & pagers: turn them off and/or to vibrate. 

For your benefit: Handicapped restroom is available on left side of the congregation off the vestibule. 

Child bags for worship: These are available near the rear door. Nursery is available for young children 

During Worship:   (*) Please stand if you are able       Bold Print–The People in Worship respond 
 

THE PEOPLE GATHER TO CELEBRATE  

 

LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY – THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

 

THE PRELUDE  Be in prayer for this time of worship as we begin. 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP    

L: The Lord is coming to us soon. Make ready your hearts to receive Him. 

P: We are caught up in the rush of the season. Calm us down, Lord. 

L: The Lord is bringing peace to you. 

P: Praise be to God who brings peace to a hectic world. AMEN. 

L: We join together in song:  

 

* HYMN   Come Thou Long Expected Jesus  196 

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Almighty God, as we begin this season of Advent remind us again that 

in the midst of our darkness you are bringing us peace, to calm our 

anxious spirits and hectic lives. Turn our hearts again toward you. Make 

us ready to receive your Son our Savior. Slow our pace, and give us the 

blessing of feeling your peace in our spirits. We continue in prayer: 

 



ALL: It’s starting already, Lord. It is only the first Sunday in Advent, 

and we are caught up in the pressures and stresses of the holiday 

season. Pursued by the temptation to spend our funds, our energy, 

our spirits, we feel that there is no peace or rest in the world. Lord of 

light and peace, shine on us this day. Forgive us when we have so 

easily succumbed to the anxieties and fears and temptations of the 

season. Slow us down. Calm our spirits. Give us awareness that this is 

the season of waiting and of preparation. Pour peace into our lives 

and help us to be bearers of peace to others. 

 

* SILENT PRAYER – LISTENING FOR GOD  
Take time to offer a prayer – or take time to be still and listen for God 

* WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

L: Even in the midst of difficult times, God is with us, bringing peace to 

us. Receive God’s rich blessing of peace and hope. P: AMEN.  

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

L: Scripture  Isaiah 64:1-9    OT 652-653 

L: Blessed be the God of Israel, who has come to set us free. All around 

the world there are wars and rumors of wars; rioting and fighting. Peace 

appears to be a distant dream. 

P: Through the prophets of old, God promised peace. 

L: Like the people of old, we too long for peace, not only as release from 

armed conflict, but as a way of living our lives freed from fears and 

anxiety. Today, on this first Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of 

PEACE. May we find God’s peace in our hearts, and be bearers of God’s 

peace in our world. 

P: God’s light of Peace will shine on us this day, to guide our feet into 

the ways of peace. 

RESPONSE:  All Earth Is Waiting  verse 1  210 
[The First Advent Candle- the Candle of Peace is lighted – as we sing] 

 



SCRIPTURE     Psalm 80     Hymnal 801 

    Matthew 13:24-37  NT    14 

 

THE YOUNG AT HEART Seasons 

 

* HYMN      Have Thine Own Way Lord       382 

 

AN INVITATION TO SHARE IN DISCIPLESHIP 

THE OFFERTORY   

* RESPONSE      Emmanuel      204 

 

* HYMN    In The Bleak Midwinter    221 

       

THE SERMON   Living Ready! 

 

A TIME OF PRAYER  

THE LORD’S PRAYER     

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory forever. Amen. 

 

* CLOSING HYMN   Soon and Very Soon   706 

* BENEDICTION  

* POSTLUDE 

 

Depart to Grow in the Faith – To Go and Share 

Fellowship follows this worship time in the Social Hall 

Come and Share with each other before our Educational Classes begin 


