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Welcome to Worship 
 

Greet one another in the name of the Christ before and after worship.   

Prepare your hearts for worship so that you will receive a blessing for your life. 
 

Follow the Star 



Respect those around:  Please attend to your cell phones & pagers: turn them off and/or to vibrate. 

For your benefit: Handicapped restroom is available on left side of the congregation off the vestibule. 

Child bags for worship: These are available near the rear door. Nursery is available for young children 

During Worship:   (*) Please stand if you are able       Bold Print–The People in Worship respond 

 

THE PEOPLE GATHER TO CELEBRATE  

 

LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY – THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

 

THE PRELUDE  Be in prayer for this time of worship as we begin. 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP    

L: What have you come to see? 

P: We have come to see the Light. 

L: The light of hope is here for you. 

P: God’s hope shines through our darkness. 

L: Come, worship the Lord of Light and Hope! 

P: Praise God for the breaking of light into our lives. 

L: We join together in song:  

 

* HYMN   O Come, O Come Emmanuel vs 1, 2, 6  211 

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Lord of Darkness and of Light, come to us this day in the midst of our 

growing darkness bringing the light of hope to our lives. Keep our hearts 

and minds alert to your presence. Give peace to our stressed spirits. In this 

season of Advent, prepare us to greet the One who will lift our burdens 

and change our lives forever. We pray together: 

ALL: December is upon us, Lord, and we are on the "greased slide to 

Christmas". Time seems to get away from us and we get trapped in 

the buy-wrap-send syndrome. Lord, we confess that it is easy to get 

involved in all these opportunities and stresses that come our way. 

Forgive us when we put our faith on a back burner and focus instead 



on pressures in our lives. Help us to take time to see your beam of 

direction which shines in our path, leading us to peace and hope. 

Clear our spirits of the frustrations and anxieties of this season, so 

that the Light which you are sending into the world will truly shine in 

and through us to others. These things we pray in the name of Jesus, 

our Hope and our Light.  

 

* SILENT PRAYER – LISTENING FOR GOD  
Take time to offer a prayer – or take time to be still and listen for God 

* WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

L: Even in the midst of difficult times, God is with us, bringing peace to 

us. Know that you are forgiven this day and always. Receive that blessing, 

live in that peace and hope. P: AMEN.  

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

L: Scripture  Isaiah 40:1-11    OT 627-628 

Today we will place light from two sources on our worship center. The 

first light comes from the candles, the second source is a flashlight, with 

its small, but the directed beam of light to show us the way to Hope. 

L: Last week our advent wreath was placed and we lit one candle – we 

talked about the time needed to think and prepare and our movement from 

darkness and hope for the light.  

M: We light the first and second candles, remembering that in the midst 

of darkness, God created the world and all that is in it. In the midst of our 

darkness, God has again brought light. (candles are lit) 

L: Today we place a flashlight in our worship center as the second light of 

Advent. This common object becomes uncommon as it reveals God’s love 

and direction for our lives. 

M: We turn this flashlight on, with its small beam. The darkness is great, 

but God’s powerful light will show us the way, and our path is 

illuminated by God’s gracious love. It represents direction and hope. 

L: We pray together:  



ALL: Lord of love and light, give us direction this day. Draw us from 

our darkness back to you. Help us to remember that your light and 

presence are always with us. AMEN. 

RESPONSE:  All Earth Is Waiting  verse 1  210 

 

SCRIPTURE   Mark 1:1-8   NT        32-33 

THE YOUNG AT HEART Messenger 

 

AN INVITATION TO SHARE IN DISCIPLESHIP 

THE OFFERTORY   

* RESPONSE      O How He Loves You & Me    

O how He loves you and me, O how He loves you and me,  

He gave His life, what more could He give? 

O how He loves you, O how He loves me,  

O how He loves you and me. 

 

THE SERMON   A Tear of Repentance  

A TIME OF PRAYER  

 

* HYMN      Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates   223 

       

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING and THE LORD’S PRAYER       9-11  

The Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
All are welcome to share in Holy Communion.  

We will receive the gifts of communion in the pew today.  

The usher(s) will serve you. Please hold the communion element (the bread – the 

cup) until all have been served and we will communion together.   

 The Prayer after Receiving 

 

* CLOSING HYMN   Heralds Of Christ    567 

* BENEDICTION  

* POSTLUDE 


