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Welcome to Worship 
 

Greet one another in the name of the Christ before and after worship.   

Prepare your hearts for worship so that you will receive a blessing for your life. 
 

Follow the Star 



Respect those around:  Please attend to your cell phones & pagers: turn them off and/or to vibrate. 

For your benefit: Handicapped restroom is available on left side of the congregation off the vestibule. 

Child bags for worship: These are available near the rear door. Nursery is available for young children 

During Worship:   (*) Please stand if you are able       Bold Print–The People in Worship respond 

 

THE PEOPLE GATHER TO CELEBRATE  

LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY – THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

 

THE PRELUDE  Be in prayer for this time of worship as we begin. 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP    

L: Come, continue on the journey. It is not far now. 

P: But where are we going? 

L: God is welcoming us to God’s kingdom. 

P: Can we see it from here? 

L: We see it in the faces of those who know of God’s love. 

P: Will that same love be given to us? 

L: It already has been given, and his name is Jesus! He is God’s beloved 

Son, our Light and Hope. 

P: Quickly, let us journey toward his light. 

L: We do that as we worship – we join together in song:  

 

* HYMN   Hail To The Lord’s Anointed    203 

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Lord of Light, during this season of Advent, continue to help move to 

the light and follow the star. Prepare to greet the One who will lift our 

burdens and change our lives forever. We pray together: 

ALL: God of mercy, light and love, we confess that we have not been 

people who are quick to pray. When an emergency befalls us, we turn 

to pleas and prayers which usually begin with the heart-wrenching 

cry, "Why?" Help us to remember that you are always ready to hear 

and respond to all our prayers. Remind us that even though we have 



often failed to witness to your love and live as people of compassion 

and faith, you love us unconditionally. Forgive our stubbornness and 

willfulness. Cleanse our souls and spirits and make us truly ready to 

receive your light. In Jesus’ Name, we pray.  

 

* SILENT PRAYER – LISTENING FOR GOD  
Take time to offer a prayer – or take time to be still and listen for God 

* WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

L: On the journey though live times can be difficult, God is with us, 

bringing peace and hope to us. Know that love in your life – know that 

you are forgiven this day and always. Live in that grace. P: AMEN.  

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

L: Scripture  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11   OT   650-651 

L: Two weeks ago, on the first Sunday of Advent, we placed this advent 

wreath in our worship center.  On the altar is and unlit candle – it is there 

to remind us to take the time to be holy and actually think about our 

yearning for the light – our movement and journey through advent – from 

darkness and to hope for the light 

P: The first candle is lit, we remember that in the midst of darkness, 

God created the world and all that is in it. In the midst of our 

darkness, God has again brought light. 

L: Last week we placed a flashlight in our worship center - the second 

light of Advent along with lighting advent candle. This common object 

becomes uncommon as it reveals God’s love and direction for our lives. 

Person 2: The second candle is lit and the flashlight turned on, with 

its small beam. The darkness is great, but God’s powerful light will 

show us the way, our path is illuminated by God’s gracious love. This 

light represents direction and hope. 

L: Today, on the third Sunday of Advent, we light the third candle on our 

advent wreath and we place a lantern here. We remember the significance 

of the lantern lit on a porch to welcome the weary traveler. 



Person 3: The third candle is lit and light of this lantern comes to us 

as a reminder of God’s continuous welcome, pouring God’s light of 

love into our darkness and drawing us home. 

L: Let us pray:  

ALL: Lord of Welcoming Light, be with us today as we continue our 

Advent journey. Help us to look for the light of your abiding 

presence, brought to us through the years by the prophets and most 

especially by Jesus Christ your beloved Son. AMEN. 

RESPONSE: Come Thou Long Expected Jesus  verse 1 196 

 

SCRIPTURE  I Thessalonians 5:16-24  NT 193 

Mark 1:1-8    NT 32-33 

THE YOUNG AT HEART  

 

AN INVITATION TO SHARE IN DISCIPLESHIP 

THE OFFERTORY  Emmanuel, Emmanuel     204 

* RESPONSE         

* HYMN      I Want To Walk As A Child Of The Light 206 

 

THE SERMON    Our Witness 

A TIME OF PRAYER  

THE LORD’S PRAYER     

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory forever. Amen. 

 

* CLOSING HYMN   Hark The Herald     240 

* BENEDICTION  

* POSTLUDE 


