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Welcome to Worship 
 

Greet one another in the name of the Christ before and after worship.   

Prepare your hearts for worship so that you will receive a blessing for your life. 
Respect those around:  Please attend to your cell phones & pagers: turn them off and/or to vibrate. 

For your benefit: Handicapped restroom is available on left side of the congregation off the vestibule. 

Child bags for worship: These are available near the rear door. Nursery is available for young children 
During Worship:   (*) Please stand if you are able       Bold Print–The People in Worship respond 

 



THE PEOPLE GATHER TO CELEBRATE  

LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY  

 

THE PRELUDE  Be in prayer for this time of worship as we begin. 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP    

L: Praise be to God who has given God’s light to us.  

P: Honor and praise to God for God’s most precious gift.  

L: The darkness that enveloped the people,  

P: Has been pierced by the Light.  

L: Let us rejoice in God’s blessed goodness!  

P: We continually praise God with great joy and thanksgiving. 

L: We join together in song:  

 

* HYMN   Good Christians Friends, Rejoice   224 

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Lord of mercy and joy, You have given to us the blessing of your Son 

Jesus who will make known your presence, forgiveness, and love to each 

one of us. Be with us this day and keep our hearts and minds open to 

receive your love and peace. Enable each of us to be people of joy and 

hope as we encounter others. We pray together: 

ALL: O God, we confess that we are not ready to come down from 

the Christmas “high.” So much time was spent in gathering, 

wrapping, and delivering gifts; in preparing for family gatherings 

and times with friends; in decorating our homes. But somehow, right 

after Christmas Day, we feel a letdown. We don’t want that “high” to 

be over. We want to feel the “peace on earth” feeling, but we let it go. 

We push it aside when we begin our journey of complaining and 

blaming others for everything that is going wrong. We ignore the 

blessing of the gift when we refuse to help those in need. Shake us up, 

Lord! Get us ready to be people of compassion and hope. Wake us up, 



Lord! Help us see the beauty and possibilities of peace around us. Fill 

us up, Lord! Fill us to overflowing with joy. Let our words, our 

thoughts, and our actions speak of your love for us.  

 

* SILENT PRAYER – LISTENING FOR GOD  
Take time to offer a prayer – or take time to be still and listen for God 

* WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

L: Behold! God has given His Son that we might have life--new, vital, 

sparkling. Feel the wondrous power and love of God in your heart this day 

and know that God is with you always. P: AMEN.  

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON      Psalm 148    861 

 

THE YOUNG AT HEART   

 

INVITATION TO SHARE IN DISCIPLESHIP 

THE OFFERTORY  

*RESPONSE       Doxology 

 

* HYMN    While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks 236 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Open our hearts and mind just as you did Mary. Help us grow in wisdom 

and stature, and in favor with you and our companions in life. 

 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 52:7-10 

CAROL  Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming   216 

 

SECOND LESSON Hebrews 1:1-12 

CAROL  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing   240 

 

THIRD LESSON  Galatians 4:4-7 

CAROL  There’s a Song in the Air   249 



FOURTH LESSON Colossians 3:12-17     

CAROL  Love Came Down at Christmas   242 

 

FIFTH LESSON  Luke 2:22-40     

CAROL  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly   229 

 

SIXTH LESSON  Luke 2:41-52      

CAROL  He is Born      228 

 

A TIME OF PRAYER 

LORD’S PRAYER 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory forever. Amen.  

* CLOSING HYMN  O Little Town Of Bethlehem  230  

* BENEDICTION  

* POSTLUDE 

Rejoice the Lord is with you - Depart to Serve the Lord 
 

 


