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Fourth Sunday In Advent – RECEIVE 
 

 
 

open hearts, open minds, open doors 
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AS WE GATHER 
Respect those around you:  Attend to your phones: turn them off and/or to vibrate. 

During Worship:  (*) Please stand if you are able 

Bold Print–The People in Worship respond 

LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY  



PRELUDE   

 

* GREETING 

L: All through this season of Advent,  

we have encountered Hope, Peace and Joy. 

P: Today Belief and Love are the theme. 

L: Today we will hear the story of surprising commitment. 

P: We will learn of Mary and God's wonderful love. 

L: Today we will be challenged to believe in all that God can do. 

P: Open our hearts, Lord, that we may be ready for your love.  

L: Our Advent journey is almost over - we share in together: 

 

* HYMN    O Come All Ye Faithful   vs1,2,3  234 

 

TIME IN PRAYER TOGETHER 

L: Lord, be with us this morning as we encounter Mary and hear of the 

wondrous news that she received. Remind us that, like Mary, each one of 

us is a bearer of your Good News. We are called to proclaim hope, peace, 

joy, and love in your name. Open our hearts and our spirits today to 

receive with great joy the love that you have for us. We pray together: 

ALL: Lord, we are so excited. Christmas Eve and Christmas day are 

almost here. We want to jump ahead to the exciting and wondrous 

worship service that we will hold that night. We are impatient to hear 

the whole story. Slow us down again, Lord. Cause us to look at the 

blossoming of the branch and remind us that your love is blossoming 

in our lives. As we hear Mary say "Yes!" to God's good news, help us 

to remember that God continually calls us to be those who will bear 

the good news to those in need. Forgive us when we forget to do that. 

Heal our wounds and bind up our spirits. Enable us to go into your 

world offering our lives, our gifts, our talents, for your glory. In 

Jesus' Name, we pray.   

 



* SILENT PRAYER – LISTENING FOR GOD  
Take time to offer a prayer – or take time to be still and listen for God 

 

* WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

L: God's love and faithfulness have been at work in you. You are healed 

and forgiven. Rejoice in God's love and blossom. P: Amen. 

 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 

Scripture – Luke 1:47-55    Pew Bible NT    53-54 

Reflection 

Candle Lighting Liturgy  

L: The Mighty One has done great things! Holy is God's Name! The Light 

of the World is coming. 

P: With Mary, our spirits rejoice in God our Savior. 

L: God's mercy endures from generation to generation for those who are 

in awe of God. 

P: The proud, the rich, the mighty no longer have power over us. 

L: The lowly are lifted up, and the hungry are satisfied. 

P: We see the light of God shining over the land. 

L: We light a fourth candle in anticipation of the wondrous birth. 

P: We will open our hearts that Love may have a place to dwell. 

 

HYMN  God Almighty, We Are Waiting – verse 3  

 From Worship and Song – Words on the Screen 

[Here light all four candles as congregation sings.] 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS  

  Micah 5:2-5a   Pew Bible OT 815 

Hebrews 10:5-10   Pew Bible NT 210 

 Luke 1:39-45   Pew Bible NT   53 

 

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART  

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=97#epistle_reading


 

* HYMN   O Little Town Of Bethlehem   230 

 

INVITATION TO SHARE IN DISCIPLESHIP 

 

OFFERTORY  

 

* RESPONSE     Jesus, the Light Of The World (chorus) 

     Words on the Screen  

 

* HYMN        Hark! The Herald Angels Sing   240 

 

MESSAGE   Blessed!  

 

A TIME IN PRAYER  

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory forever. Amen. 
 

* HYMN   Joy To The World         246 

 

* BENEDICTION  

 

* POSTLUDE 

 

Depart to the Mission Field as you Serve the Lord 

Fellowship follows this worship time in the Social Hall 

Educational class follow the fellowship time 

Share in this time - grow in your faith 


