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Christmas Eve 
 

 

Welcome to Worship  

 

 

You are invited to greet one another in the name 

of the Christ both before and after our service of 

worship.  Prepare your hearts and minds for the 

celebration of Christmas worship and to receive 

a blessing this night and every day of your life. 

 

 

Respect those who have come to worship. Turn 

off all cell phones or put in a non-ring mode. 

Hearing assistive devices are available. 

(*) Please stand if you are able 

Bold Print – The People In Worship Respond 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP  

L: All through this season of Advent, we have encountered Hope, Peace 

and Joy and Love 

P: Tonight we will hear the story of God's wonderful love. 

L: Tonight we will be challenged to believe in all that God can do. 

P: Open our hearts, Lord, that we may be ready for your love.  

 

* HYMN       Angles We Have Heard On High   238 

 

 



 * OUR PRAYER TOGETHER 

ALL: Glorious God, who presents us with the most precious of gifts, 

we praise you for all your blessings in our lives. Tonight we have 

come to this place, in the midst of a busy time. We might not even 

have everything ready at home, yet we have come, because we 

ourselves need to be ready. Work in our hearts this night, preparing 

us for your presence. Work in our lives that we may reach out to 

others in comfort and compassion; work in our world that the 

darkness that has encompassed it may be dispelled by the brightness 

of your love and your Gift. In faith and expectation, we pray.  

 

* SILENT PRAYER – LISTENING FOR GOD  
Take time to offer a prayer – or take time to be still and listen for God 

 

* WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

L: God’s love and faithfulness have been and are at work in you. Know 

that you are healed and forgiven. Rejoice in God’s love. P: AMEN. 

 

* SHARE THE WELCOME – THE PEACE TO CHRIST  

          Share the Joy of Christmas with each other! 

 

* HYMN       Good Christian Friends Rejoice   224 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH AND CHRIST CANDLE 

Scripture -- Isaiah 9:2-7      Pew Bible OT   600 

Reflection 

Candle Lighting Liturgy 

L: Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given! 

P: God has brought light into every darkness. 

L: The promises of God are fulfilled! Wonderful Counselor! Mighty God! 

Everlasting Father! Prince of Peace! 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=99#hebrew_reading


P: We hear, even today, a chorus of angels bringing good news of 

great joy to all the people.  

L: We light the Candle of Christ – witness to the Savior who is Christ the 

Lord. 

P: Glory to God in the highest Heaven, and on earth peace among 

those whom he favors. 

All the candles are lit and the Christ Candle as the congregation sings. 

 

CAROL   Away In A Manger     217 

 

WE SHARE OUR CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

Tonight we come with our hopes and our dreams. We come as little 

children. We come because for some of us it is tradition for the whole 

family to go to church together on Christmas Eve. Some have come out of 

curiosity. Some have come because of loneliness. We are here in this 

place, waiting on tiptoes for something to special to happen. We come 

offering our lives and bringing our gifts. It is in the spirit of this night, that 

we share our gifts as we receive our Christmas offering. Note that 

 Our loose offering tonight goes to Shelter Services in Lewistown  

 

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE   Jesus, the Light Of The World (chorus)

       

Walk in the light, beautiful light; 

Come where his love and his mercy are bright. 

Shine all around us by day and by night, 

Jesus, the Light of the World! 

  

* CAROL  It Came Upon The Midnight Clear   218 

 

* SCRIPTURE LESSON  THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL       

Luke 2:1-20    The Story of the Nativity    Pew Bible NT    54-55 

 



REFLECTIONS    O Holy Night 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC O Holy Night   Kari Ann Keller 

 

SHARING THE LIGHT       

Leader: O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the 

brightness of the true light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery 

of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with 

you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 

 

CAROL          Silent Night     239 

The pastor will share the light of Christ with you as the Sanctuary is 

darkened. He will light his candle from the Christ Candle and share that 

light with the ushers who will give that light to you. As the light is passed, 

please turn your candle to the light and then hold it up right for the next 

person to receive the light from you. Please be careful not to drip the wax 

on your clothes, pew or the carpet. Supervise children who hold a candle.  

 

CHRISTMAS BLESSING     

Leader: The light began at creation, continued through the witness of the 

prophets, and has come to fullness at the Birth of Jesus Christ, let that be 

in your hearts and minds this evening. Return to your homes, your 

schools, your places of work, and continue then like Mary, to treasure the 

Christmas message and to ponder the meaning of Jesus Christ for your 

life. As you go from this place may your spirits be filled with joy and 

hope; for God’s precious Light and Love has been given for you. Go in 

that Grace and Peace, know God’s peace always goes with you always.  

 

* HYMN     Let There Be Peace On Earth   431 

 

* POSTLUDE  



As the Sanctuary Lights are turned on. Please extinguish your candle 

carefully. Please be careful not to splatter the wax.  

 

 

I Will Light Candles This Christmas 

By Howard Thurman, from The Mood of Christmas 

 

I Will Light Candles This Christmas  

  Candles of joy, despite all sadness,  

Candles of hope where despair keeps watch 

Candles of courage for fears ever present,  

Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days,  

Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens 

Candles of love to inspire all my living,  

Candles that will burn all the yearlong  

   

 

Have a Blessed Christmas!  

Rejoice the Lord is with you - Depart to Serve the Lord

 


