
Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors  
 

Welcome to Worship  
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AS WE GATHER TO CELEBRATE 
Respect those around you:  Attend to your phone: turn it off or to vibrate. 

During Worship: (*) Please stand if you are able 

Bold Print–The People in Worship respond 

 

LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY  

 Today we are using an information exchange attendance form.  

We ask that everyone fill it out and place it in the offering plate.  

 

THE PRELUDE  Be in prayer for this time of worship as we begin. 

 
* CALL TO WORSHIP   

L: Come, let us celebrate the forgiving, reconciling love of God. 

P: For once we were lost and felt so far away; now we have been found 

and welcomed home. 

L: Know that God’s love is lavished upon you forever. 

P: We rejoice at the news of forgiveness and hope! 
L: Come, celebrate and praise the God of Love. We sing together, 

 

* HYMN   This Is A Day Of New Beginnings       383 

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY    

L: How incredible is your love, O God! We have been made new in your 

love and reconciled to you and to each other in peace and joy. Be with us 

this day as we hear your words of comfort and hope. Guide our lives that we 

may serve you more fully all of our days. We share now in prayer together: 

 

ALL: Lord, it is interesting that it is easy for us to identify with today’s 

scripture about the “Prodigal Son”. Some of us are easily reminded of 

our own selfishness and stubbornness when we willfully sought our own 

way. Others are reminded about how angry we were when others were 

not held accountable for their actions, when we have been so careful not 

to displease anyone. Still others can identify with the father who, feeling 

the loss of his son, welcomes him home again, reminding the brother 



that he has always been in the love and care of the Father. We hear this 

story and it’s a pleasant memory. But do we really understand what it is 

about? Do we know that we have also been stubborn and selfish, angry 

and unforgiving, sorrowful and caught between two conflicting 

factions? We are no different from these characters, in our own unique 

way. Yet, in God’s infinite love, we also are forgiven and healed. We are 

called to turn our lives back to God’s care, which is always extended to 

us. Forgive us and heal us, gracious God. Open our hearts and our 

spirits to truly receive the blessings of your healing love. We pray in the 

name of your Son, Jesus the Christ. 

 

* SILENT PRAYER – LISTENING FOR GOD  

Take time to offer a prayer – or take time to be still and listen for God 

 

* WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

L: Once we were “dead” to all the things that God hoped for us; but in God’s 

love we are again brought to life. Rejoice, dear ones, you are forgiven! 

P: AMEN.  

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 15:1-32  NT         73-74 

 

THE YOUNG AT HEART              

 

INVITATION TO SHARE IN DISCIPLESHIP 

 We share our prayer requests – celebrations, joys, concerns  

 We share our gifts, tithes and offerings 

 

THE OFFERTORY  

 
* RESPONSE      Freely, Freely  (chorus)       389 

 

* HYMN    Just As I Am, Without One Plea      357 

 



MESSAGE   The Journey – Lost And Found   

 

* HYMN    Amazing Grace          378  

 

* THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

The Great Thanksgiving              9 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

 The Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion – this is a table of the Lord is open 

to all. We will receive the Holy Gifts of communion together at the pew. When the 

elements are served to you please hold the element you receive until all are served 

and then we will communion together. 

 

 The Prayer after Receiving           11 

 

* HYMN   Love Lifted Me                On The Screen 

 

* BENEDICTION  

 

* POSTLUDE 

 

Depart to the Mission Field as you Serve the Lord 

Fellowship follows this worship time in the Social Hall 

Educational groups follow the fellowship time 

Share in one of the groups - Grow in your faith 


