
Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

Welcome to Worship  

August 21, 2016       

9:00AM 
 

 
 

Granville 

United Methodist Church 
Rev. G. Edward TED Corcelius, Pastor  

 

Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world! 



AS WE GATHER TOGETHER FOR WORSHIP 
Respect those around you:  Attend to your phone: turn it off or to vibrate. 

During Worship: (*) Please stand if you are able 

Bold Print–The People in Worship respond 

 

LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY  

  

THE PRELUDE  Be in prayer for this time of worship as we begin. 

 
* CALL TO WORSHIP   

L: With great rejoicing we come to the house of the Lord today! 

P: God is our refuge and our stronghold. 

L: The power and love of God flow through this gathering. 

P: We place our whole trust in God’s mighty compassion for us. 

L: Come, together we worship the Lord! 

P: Celebrate the presence of God here in this place and in all our lives. 
L: We begin our time of worship together as we sing: 

 

* HYMN    Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart      160  

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY    

L: Lord God, whose power and mercy have extended to all ends of creation, 

pour your love on us this day that we might be healed and be made ready to 

serve you by serving others in this world that you have created. We pray: 

 

ALL: Lord God, we are so bound by rules and regulations that we fail 

to see the human need that goes beyond the bounds of structures. We 

easily relegate compassionate service to those agencies in our society 

that have that as their mandate, forgetting that you have given us the 

supreme mandate to care for one another, even as you have cared for 

us. We turn our backs on those in need, giving the responsibility to 

someone else. “Let someone else do the work,” we proclaim. And in that 

proclamation we have revealed our selfishness and our inability to be 

your disciples. Stop us from our selfish ways, and heal our hardened 



hearts. Forgive us, again, as you have so often before when we have 

failed to be your witnesses and workers. Help us become involved in 

ministries of peace and justice right where we are, for there is nowhere 

in creation where your love is not needed. Help us bring messages of 

love and hope to all people. Bring us to an understanding of the 

partnership of healing and hope that abides in your service.  

 
SILENT PRAYER – LISTENING FOR GOD  

Take time to be still and listen for God – Offer a private prayer 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

L: Though we have failed time and time again to be God's people, yet 
God heals and forgives us. God is with us always, ready to lift and 
guide our lives. Place your life and your cares in God's loving 
presence.  

P: AMEN! 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS  Psalm 71     794 

Jeremiah 1:4-10  OT           656 

Luke 2:41-52   NT        55-56 

 

 

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 

  Time To Care 
 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL LITANY / 

BLESSING OF BACKPACKS 

 

L: As we begin this new school 

year, we give thanks that God has 

given us the ability to learn many 

things in many ways.  

All: We learn in school, but we 



also learn in church, in our family, in our community, and in the world. 

Learning is a gift from God.  

L: The Bible tells us that Jesus learned and studied, just as we do. 

All: And Jesus grew in wisdom.  

L: We ask God's blessing on this new school year, that it may be a time 

when we appreciate and fully use God's gift of learning.  

All: We ask God to bless our schools and teachers.  
L: We ask God to bless our classmates and friends.  

All: We ask God to bless our principals, counselors, and librarians.  
L: We ask God to bless those who prepare our lunches, those who drive us 

to school, and those who keep our schools clean and safe.  

All: We give thanks to God for books and computers and all the things 

that help us learn.  
L: We give thanks to God for the gift of learning!  

 

PRAYER 

All: Loving God, sometimes a new school year seems exciting or scary 

or both. Sometimes school is great, and sometimes it is hard. But we 

know that whether we are excited or scared, you are with us. Be with 

the children and youth that will carry these backpacks. We know that 

whether school is great or hard, you are with us. We thank you for 

always being with us. Help us to remember to show our thanks for your 

gift of learning by doing our best every day. Amen 
 

BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING 

 

* HYMN    My Life Is In You Lord  Insert 

 

INVITATION TO SHARE IN DISCIPLESHIP 

 We share our prayer requests – celebrations, joys, concerns  

 We share our gifts, tithes and offerings 
 

THE OFFERTORY 



 

* RESPONSE       Seek Ye First  vs 1        405 

 
* HYMN          He Touched Me          367 

 

MESSAGE    Luke 13:10-17  NT       71 

Totally Bent Out Of Shape 

 

TIME OF PRAYER 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. 

Amen. 

 

* HYMN         Here I Am Lord          593 

 

* BENEDICTION 

 

* POSTLUDE 

 

Depart to the Mission Field and Serve the Lord 

Fellowship and Education opportunities follow worship in the Social Hall 

 
MISSION NEED:  Once again, we are faced with historic flooding in the US…this 
time in Louisiana and the United Methodist Church is there. UMCOR has called 
for more cleaning buckets. Mission Central is preparing to send out all that we 
can, but more are needed. Please consider donating anything on the list (on 
another page in this bulletin) or donating money for flood bucket supplies or by 
just donating toward Flood Relief. We will be collecting now through September. 

 


