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Granville 

United Methodist Church 
Rev. G. Edward TED Corcelius, Pastor  

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 



AS WE GATHER TOGETHER FOR WORSHIP 
Respect those around you:  Attend to your phone: turn it off or to vibrate. 

During Worship: (*) Please stand if you are able 

Bold Print–The People in Worship respond 

 

LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY  

  

THE PRELUDE  Be in prayer for this time of worship as we begin. 

 
* CALL TO WORSHIP   

L: Fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.” 

P: We proclaim that God’s presence is real and alive and thriving! 
L: Evildoers declare through their actions, “We go through life alone.” 

P: But we see God’s grace, faithfulness, and steadfast love in our lives 

and in the world around us. 
L: We praise God as we begin our time of worship: 

 
* HYMN   O God Our Help In Age Past        117  

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY    

L: Merciful God, we gather on this day of remembrance to confess our 

sins— But we are not sure what to confess. We were not there 9/11, 2001. 

ALL: We could not imagine. We did not choose. We did not know.  
L: Yet we know now that, somehow, this event involves us—now and here 

that we need to remember, even in these peaceful pews where “atrocity” 

seems a world apart, a word made for someone else. And so we struggle to 

admit our complicity in sin:  

ALL: We confess that as a church, and as individuals, we have believed 

ourselves to be unique and inviolable. We have averted our eyes before 

evil in its myriad forms. We have embraced ignorance and indifference, 

and shunned understanding. We have acted as if different means 

deficient. We have given in to anger. We have admired hostility and 

revenge, and rejected compassion and forgiveness. We have not 

remembered. 



L: We were not there, O God, on that day. But we are here today, and we 

have choices before us. Today we ask that you will help us claim the 

memories we want to forget, and let them guide us.  

ALL: Remind us again and again, to seek Christ’s face in the faces of 

strangers, and among those of whom we don’t approve, and whom we 

don’t like. Remind us that Christ loves each one equally and 

unconditionally, and that, although we will surely fail, we are called to 

do the same. Remind us that you are the God of all, not only of some. 

Forgive us, we pray, when we are less than loving, and mold us into the 

true sons and daughters of your heart, so that all our words and deeds 

may cry out: Your will be done, in peace.  

 

SILENT PRAYER – LISTENING FOR GOD  

Take time to be still and listen for God – Offer a private prayer 

 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

L: Hear these words of comfort: In Jesus Christ God accepts us as we are. In 

the midst of pain, when memories will not heal, when anger overtakes us, 

when hostility displaces hospitality, God comforts. God understands and 

forgives. Listen, remember and rejoice - the love of God that passes 

understanding will be with you always. 

P: Thanks be to God! AMEN! 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS    Psalm 14   Page         746-747 

    John 14:15-31  NT   103 

 

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART  

 

* HYMN   In Christ There Is No East Or West      548 

 

INVITATION TO SHARE IN DISCIPLESHIP 

 We share our prayer requests – celebrations, joys, concerns  

 We share our gifts, tithes and offerings 



+ 

THE OFFERTORY  

 
* RESPONSE      Praise God From Who All Blessings Flow        95 

 

* HYMN    There Is A Balm In Gilead       375 

 

MESSAGE    Remembering Well! 

 
HONORING OUR FIRST RESPONDERS 

 

TIME OF PRAYER 

  

A Prayer Litany for 9/11 based on Psalm 13:  
(written by Rev. Mary B. Stegink, Ridgewood, NJ)  

All: How long, O Lord? Will you forget us forever? 
L: Lord, today we remember a day when everything changed. We remember 

a beautiful autumn day forever marred by smoke, chaos, death, and 

confusion. 

All: How long will you hide your face from us? 
L: We wondered where you were. We wondered how this could happen. So 

many innocent people gone. So many more left quaking with fear. 

All: How long must we wrestle with our thoughts and every day have 
sorrow in our hearts? 

L: We think of the children – now in their teens – who only know their dad 

through pictures and the memories of others. We think of the husbands, 

wives, mothers, father, sons, daughters, grandparents, siblings, and friends 

who miss that familiar face, whose gatherings are no longer complete. 

All: Look on us and answer, O Lord, our God. Give light to our eyes. 
L: We acknowledge that we don’t understand, but we trust in you, Lord. We 

trust that you continue to work all things according to your purpose and that 

your Word and your plan will prevail. We know that “though the wrong 

seems oft so strong, you are the Ruler yet!” 



All: Our enemies will say, “I have overcome them” and our foes will 

rejoice when we fall. 
L: May we not give in to our fear.  May we pray for our enemies and those 

who would harm us. May hearts of stone be turned to hearts of  love. 

All: But we trust in your unfailing love; our hearts rejoice in your 

salvation. 
L: May we shower our community with love in your name. May we actively 

live the hope we profess. 

All: We will sing to the Lord, for he has been good to us.  Amen 
 

* HYMN    This Is My Father’s World       144 

 

* BENEDICTION 

 

* POSTLUDE 

 

Depart to the Mission Field and Serve the Lord 

Fellowship and Education opportunities follow worship in the Social Hall 

 

 


