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Our Advent Journey:   
Peace, Hope, Love, Joy, Christ 

 

 

AS WE GATHER TOGETHER FOR WORSHIP 
Respect those around you:  Attend to your phone: turn it off or to vibrate. 

During Worship: (*) Please stand if you are able 

Bold Print–The People in Worship respond 

 

LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY 

  

* CALL TO WORSHIP   

L: The Lord is getting us ready to receive a gift of great joy. 

P: Watch for this gift! 

L: Be vigilant and ready. For the gift is about to come. 

P: The promise of God is faithful and trustworthy. 

L: Watch, wait. The Gift is coming into the world! 

P: Praise be to God for such lavish love. 

L: We sing our praises to God: 
 

* HYMN   Come Thou Long Expected Jesus         196 

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY    

L: O Lord, our lives are so filled with chaos and tribulation. Help us be ready to receive 

your message and gift of love, that we might grow into faithful disciples, serving you by 

serving others with hope and compassion. We pray together: 

 

ALL: God of Amazing Surprises, we are rushing headlong into this season of 

buying, giving, greed, and struggle. We want to think of the holiday as delightful, 



but we have a tendency to make it a time of the highest stress. We over-schedule our 

time, overdraw our resources, ignore those moments in which we could just relax 

and have quiet time with our families and with you. We blame it on everything else 

but our own decision making. We speak of obligations, of the need to be constantly 

busy, of the pressure to purchase things to make people happy. The reality is that 

your love should be our foundation, the base from which we celebrate. Our 

watchfulness is not necessarily about what is to happen, but rather should be on the 

ways in which we order our lives, ways that block out your love and your healing 

power. Forgive us for our stubborn insistence on maintaining schedule rather than 

focusing on your love. Heal us. Strengthen us and make us watchful over our faith 

in you. 

 

* SILENT PRAYER – LISTENING FOR GOD  

Take time to be still and listen for God – Offer a private prayer 

 

* WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

L: Watch! Wait! God is bringing to you new hope and peace. It is a gift, given especially 

for you--one that you cannot earn—it’s a gift. Praise be to the Giver of All Great Gifts, 

our Lord.  

P: Amen! 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

The First Advent Candle - the Candle of Peace is lighted  

 

READING – Peace 

PRAYER L: We join together in prayer: 

ALL: Gracious God, Father of the Prince of Peace, help us to follow where 

your light shines. Hope is the destination of our faith, and peace give us the 

courage to start the journey again to the manger.  

VIDEO – Peace  

 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS  Psalm 122  Hymnal                           845 

Isaiah 2:1-5  OT        594 

 Matthew 24:36-44 NT          26 

 

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART Get Ready! - For that which is to come! 

 

* HYMN     All Earth Is Waiting           210 

 



INVITATION TO SHARE IN DISCIPLESHIP 

   We share our written joys, concerns, prayer needs  

    We share our gifts, tithes and offerings 
 

THE OFFERTORY   

 

* RESPONSE     Chorus of Jesus, The Light Of The World         On Screen 

 

* HYMN     I Want To Walk As A Child Of The Light       206 

 

MESSAGE     BAH! Humbug! 

     

A TIME IN PRAYER 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory forever. Amen. 

 

* HYMN    Let There Be Peace On Earth         431 

 

* BENEDICTION 

 

* POSTLUDE 

 

Depart to the Mission Field and Serve the Lord 

Fellowship and Education opportunities follow worship in the Social Hall 

 

 


