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December 11, 2016   9:00AM 
 

Our Advent Journey:   
Peace, Hope, Love, Joy, Christ 

 

 

AS WE GATHER TOGETHER FOR WORSHIP 
Respect those around you:  Attend to your phone: turn it off or to vibrate. 

During Worship: (*) Please stand if you are able 

Bold Print–The People in Worship respond 

 

LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY 

 

PRELUDE 

  

* CALL TO WORSHIP 

L: In the midst of the barren land, 

P: flowers burst into bloom. 
L: In the midst of the dry desert, 

P: streams of water gush forth. 
L: In the midst of sorrow and sighing, 

P: joy and gladness dance together. 
L: We shall see the glory of God! We sing our praises to God: 

 

* HYMN   O Come, O Come Emmanuel  vs 1-4        211 

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY    

L: God of Glory, we rejoice in the good news of your promises. Come into our parched 

world and shower us with your gushing, abundant water of life. Enter into our 

brokenness, and renew us with the strength of your love. 



Be born anew in our hearts and in our world. Come, Jesus; come. For we are ready and 

now we pray together: 

 

ALL: Upside-down God, you announce your coming with exciting news: the hungry 

will eat their fill, the oppressed will dance in newfound freedom; you proclaim your 

mission with hard news: the well fed will go hungry, the powerful will lose their 

status. We find ourselves squirming as we acknowledge our participation in 

structures that oppress and marginalize. Help us accept and proclaim the coming of 

your Son as truly good news. Give us the courage to set aside our privilege, and help 

bring about this upside-down world, where everyone can sing together for joy. 

 

* SILENT PRAYER – LISTENING FOR GOD  

Take time to be still and listen for God – Offer a private prayer 

 

* WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

L: The desert shall rejoice and blossom. Waters shall break forth in the wilderness. The 

burning sand shall become a pool. The God who can transform the dry lands can also 

transform the desert of our lives. Abundant forgiveness is ours from the God who turns 

sorrow and sighing into joy and gladness. P: Amen! 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

Three Advent Candles are lit - including the Candle of Love 

 

READING – Love 

PRAYER L: We join together in prayer: 

ALL: Gracious God, whose love came down and put on flesh to walk among 

us, help us to accept and share your presence, so that the world might know  

your love. In the name of the Father, and of the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

VIDEO – Love  

 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS  Isaiah 35:1-10 OT 

Luke 1:47-55  Hymnal  199 

 Matthew 11:2-11 NT 

 

REDPONSE TO THE WORD 

L: My soul magnifies the Lord. 

P: My spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
L: We will work with Christ to feed the hungry, 



P: for gluttons have no place at God’s table. 
L: We will work with Christ to lift up the lowly, 

P: for the politics of power has no place in the realm of God. 
L: We will work with Christ to bring good news to the poor, 

P: for the love of Jesus Christ is too exciting to keep to ourselves. 
L: My soul magnifies the Lord. 

P: My spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
 

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART  

 

PENNY SUNDAY               The Boot for Shelter Services 

 

* HYMN                               Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming                    216 

 

INVITATION TO SHARE IN DISCIPLESHIP 

   We share our written joys, concerns, prayer needs  

    We share our gifts, tithes and offerings 
 

THE OFFERTORY   

 

* RESPONSE     Jesus, The Light Of The World    Chorus       On Screen 

 

* HYMN     In The Bleak Midwinter          221 

 

MESSAGE    The Life Of Christmas Present 

     

A TIME IN PRAYER 

 

* HYMN   Love Came Down At Christmas                    242 

 

* BENEDICTION 

 

* POSTLUDE 

 

Depart to the Mission Field and Serve the Lord 

Fellowship and Education opportunities follow worship in the Social Hall 


