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Our Journey to the Nativity of our Lord:   
Peace, Hope, Love, Joy, Christ 

 

 

AS WE GATHER TOGETHER FOR WORSHIP 
Respect those around you:  Attend to your phone: turn it off or to vibrate. 

During Worship: (*) Please stand if you are able 

Bold Print–The People in Worship respond 

 

LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY 

 

PRELUDE 

  

* CALL TO WORSHIP 

L: We are always looking for evidence that God is with us. 

P: That sign is in the One to come--the One that God is sending. 

L: We want to know for sure that everything is in God’s care. 

P: And so we cry to the heavens in our distress.  

Our cries are heard! God is responding in love and hope. 

L: Let us come before God with expectant hearts and spirits! 

P: Let us be ready to receive the blessed gift of the Savior.  
L: We shall see the glory of God! We sing our praises to God: 

 

* HYMN   Angels From The Realms Of Glory         220 

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY    

L: Lord of all life and all seasons, help us open our hearts to hear the words of promise 

and love that you send to us. Like Joseph, may we trust in your abiding love and power. 

Prepare us to receive your gift of grace and peace into our lives. We pray together: 



 

ALL: Lord, we confess that we are rushing headlong into Christmas. It’s only seven 

days away and we still have so much to do. Our preparations are far from complete, 

and we are exhausted. We wish this whole thing were over so that we could rest. 

Forgive our shortcomings and our short-sightedness. You have poured upon us 

blessing after blessing, daily reminding us of your love and presence; yet we have 

chosen to jump onto this “greased slide” into Christmas. Give us patience. Slow us 

down. Remind us of the ways in which you are present with us--not in the wrapped 

packages, the abundance of food, but in the love and compassion that is brought to 

all. Forgive us, we pray. Make us truly ready to receive your love and the gift of the 

Christ Child.  

 

* SILENT PRAYER – LISTENING FOR GOD  

Take time to be still and listen for God – Offer a private prayer 

 

* WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

L: The light of God’s love shines upon each of us in the gift of God’s love, Jesus Christ. 

This is given for you. Rejoice! You are loved by God, now and forever. P: Amen! 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

Four Advent Candles are lit - including the Candle of Joy 

 

READING – Joy 

PRAYER L: We join together in prayer: 

ALL: Gracious God, fill us with your joy, the steadfast assurance that you 

are with us. Help us to remember that this is a holy time, not due to our 

preparations or celebrations, but because you have chosen to walk among us. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

VIDEO – Joy  

 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS   

Psalm 80  Hymnal         801 

Isaiah 7:10-16 OT        598 

Romans 1:1-7  NT        142 

Matthew 1:18-25 NT            1 

 

* HYMN O Come All Ye Faithful   vs 1,3,4,5      234 

 

 



INVITATION TO SHARE IN DISCIPLESHIP 

   We share our written joys, concerns, prayer needs  

    We share our gifts, tithes and offerings 
 

THE OFFERTORY   

 

* RESPONSE     Jesus, The Light Of The World    Chorus       On Screen 

 

* HYMN    Hark! The Herald Angels Sing          240 

 

MESSAGE    The Hope Of Christmas Future 

     

A TIME IN PRAYER 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory forever. Amen. 

 

* HYMN   O Little Town Of Bethlehem                     230 

 

* BENEDICTION 

 

* POSTLUDE 

 

Depart to the Mission Field and Serve the Lord 

Fellowship and Education opportunities follow worship in the Social Hall 


