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Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors  

April 9, 2017            9:00 AM  

Granville UMC’s Mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 



Welcome to Worship  
WE GATHER   
Respect those around you:  Attend to your phone: turn it off or to vibrate. 

During Worship: (*) Please stand if you are comfortable to do so 

Bold Print: The People in Worship respond 

 

WELCOME - LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY      

 

MOMENTS OF PREPARATION   

 

MUSIC FOR GATHERING      Be in prayer as our worship begins. 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP 

There’s a path there’s a path 

… though it winds its way through darkness. We would choose  

we would choose 
… to avoid it if we could. We awake we awake  

… to an unexpected calling. God says, “come God says, “come  

… there are gifts in the Dark Wood”  

(A time of silence) 
Journeying Jesus, enter our lives and open us to the gifts residing deep 

within the Holy Darkness of our lives. Help us to be with each other as the 

crowds that day offered their presence for you. Be with us as we remember 

your parade and your passion. In your many names, we pray. Amen 

 

* THE ENTRANCE INTO JERUSALEM   Matthew 21:1-11 

Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest heaven! 

Blessed is the One who comes in the Name of the Lord! 
Blessed is the One who comes with healing and compassion. 

Blessed is the One who comes with forgiveness and mercy. 
Lord, rest your hand of healing on our hearts today. 

Gracious Jesus, be with us as we walk with you today. 



* HYMN   Tell Me the Stories Of Jesus    277 

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY    

Be with O Lord us as we pray: 

Lord, we confess that we would rather have a nice parade, with banners 

waving and people cheering than to face the suspicious eyes of the 

fearful people. We want them to believe in Jesus right away and to walk 

away from the path to the cross. But it could not be so. Jesus walked 

straight into the path of destructive fear and faced it with his life. From 

his table of compassion and from the cross he offered healing words of 

love and hope. As we continue our Lenten journey into the Dark Wood, 

forgive us, we pray, for our eagerness to leave the scenes of hurt, anger, 

and hostility and to march into the bright sunlight that will be Easter. 

Give our souls healing so that Easter may truly shine through us.  

 
* SILENT PRAYER – LISTENING FOR GOD  

Take time to be still and listen for God – Offer a private prayer 
 

* WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

Hear these words of assurance: Though we are a fickle people, God loves 

and redeems us and continues to invite us to the parade. It is never too late. 

God asks us to be companions and we can. It is never too late. God is with 

you, forgiving you and restoring you to wholeheartedness. 

Thanks Be to God!  Amen! 

 

* CHORUS    Lamb Of Glory   On Screen 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS      Philippians 2:5-11   NT      186 

Matthew 26:30-46   NT 28-29 
 

MESSAGE         The Gift of Disappearing 

   The Gifts Of The Dark Wood 
 



* HYMN    Just a Closer Walk With Thee  On Screen  

 

INVITATION TO SHARE IN DISCIPLESHIP 

       We share our prayer requests – celebrations, joys, concerns  

   We share our gifts, tithes and offerings 

 

THE OFFERTORY  

 

* RESPONSE          Something Beautiful              394 

 

A TIME IN PRAYER 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

* HYMN      Beneath The Cross Of Jesus       297 

 

* BENEDICTION 

There’s a path (there’s a path) … and it leads us out together 

To the wood (to the wood) … where the darkness hovers still 

We are sent (we are sent) … and the Spirit goes before us 

God says, “go (God says, go) … be my presence in the world.” 

 

* MUSIC FOR GOING OUT TO SERVE 

 

Join with us following worship in the Educational Building 

Share in Fellowship  

Share in a Group Study  


