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CALL TO WORSHIP   

When the world is dark and full of hate and fear, when we cannot see God, we will turn on the light. 

When we cannot find our way back to love and peace, we will turn on the light. When our vision dims 

due to the darkness within, we will turn on the light. Christ opens our eyes with the gift of sight. The 

light of the world is Jesus Christ. Come and worship the one who brings sight to the blind. Hallelujah! 

Praise be to our God, the light of the world! 
 

OPENING PRAYER  

O Gracious God, who created us in God’s own image, we are grateful for all that you have done for us, 

for all that you are doing in us, and for all that you will do through us. Open our eyes to see your 

presence among us, moving in powerful ways at all times and in all places. Open our ears to hear 

familiar words in new ways—ways that will change us and challenge us to become the people you 

created us to be. Grant us the power and the courage to come out of the darkness and into the light of 

Jesus Christ, that we may serve you by serving others. We love you with all our heart, soul, mind, and 

strength.  

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O Gracious Forgiving God, in a world filled with so much pain, we would rather shut our eyes and be 

blind than see things as they really are. Grant us the courage to face the reality of our world. Give us the 

strength to bring your light to those who walk in darkness. Help us see others as you see them. Forgive 

us when we do not trust you enough to open our eyes to the possibilities before us. Heal our self-

inflicted blindness, O God, and lead us in the footsteps of the Light of the World, who reveals your glory 

in his life, his teachings, and his love. In his holy name, we pray. 

 

SILENT PRAYER – Be still and listen for God – offer your prayer 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Christ came to lead us in paths of righteousness and to guide us through our lives. Christ is with us in 

times of danger and times of peace. The goodness and mercy of God are given to us each and every day 

of our lives. God forgives us for our failings, upholds us in love, and leads us to the place that Christ has 

prepared for us. Believe in your heart that God loves you and forgives you. We believe! God help our 

unbelief and fear! Thanks be to God! Amen! 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS    

Psalm 23, Ephesians 5:8-14, John 9:1-41  

 



REFLECTIONS - These are some of the things from the sermon that I was working on until it got 

totally changed last week. 

 

 

Has God ever helped you? Has God ever done anything nice for you? 

 

God’s help comes to us in many ways. Some folks notice these and call those time coincidences – some 

folks call them God moments.  Some folks don’t even pay attention. It is possible that God has helped 

and we did not even notice or give thanks.  

 

In Psalm 23 – it talks about how we are led and guided. In verse 4 the scripture shares – even though I 

walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil. For you are with me – that God is with us. In these 

changing times when we are challenged can we walk in faith – continue to journey in faith.  

 

For the man born blind – from the story in the gospel – nobody called what happened to that man a 

coincidence. They did not know what to call it – many were confused and bewildered. The man was 

born blind – never had sight to restore and here sight is created from nothing, Jesus created this man’s 

sight. Folks about were not happy with this – it changed the established order of life, it was done on the 

sabbath, it was against the law, so this healing was a sin. 

 

And when the pharisees saw what happened they tried to get the man to confess that Jesus was a sinner. 

And then they tried to get other support to challenge Jesus – to no avail. So the pharisees drove the man 

out – not sure from where – but the man was undaunted – when he met Jesus later and he said, Lord, I 

believe. He told others what had happened – he shared his story – he witnessed. 

 

Do we believe – do we believe that God has helped us – that God has done something nice for us? Do 

we believe God has helped us – if so, we need to share that – to tell our stories – to share our witness of 

the love and power of God in our lives. Do we believe that God will see us through these dark times – 

will walk with us through this valley – this time of social distancing – isolation – staying home and 

staying healthy.  

 

Robert Louis Stevenson wrote: The best things are nearest: breath in your nostrils, light in your eyes, 

flowers at your feet, duties at your hand, the path of God just before you. 

 

Don’t forget to thank God for your Breath, the Light, the flowers, the duties, the path of God just before 

you, even though it is challenging these days. 

 

OFFER A PRAYER AND SHARE THE LORDS PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION  

May Gods blessings be with you this week. Amen. 

 


