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CALL TO WORSHIP   

Coming from places that have seen better days, God bids us to celebrate this day, a day full of new 

possibilities. Coming with our breath taken away by grief, the Holy Spirit breathes new life within us, 

renewing our connection with God and with one another. Coming to worship seeking a hope that will 

endure, Christ unbinds the fetters that hold us in death, speaking in word and sacrament, and building 

community for holy service. 
 

OPENING PRAYER  

God of life, present and promised, you are the One to whom we call: for you are the One who hears, and 

you are the One who acts, bringing us new life with your grace and love and power. Lead us in our time 

of worship, that we may be prepared to follow your lead in places where life is at risk— places where 

hope seems far away, places where dreams die during sleep. When we leave these walls, help us live the 

teachings we proclaim within this place of worship, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Forgive us, O God, when we see the world through rose-colored glasses rather than as it really is, much 

less the way you seek it to be. Forgive us, Holy One, when we forsake lively and risky faith calling us to 

be agents of change in our world for the bland conviction that all will be well. Renew us with your grace 

and ground us with your Spirit, that we might be empowered to live, in word and deed, as testimonies to 

the power of your love over the grave. In Jesus Christ, we pray.  

 

SILENT PRAYER – Be still and listen for God – offer your prayer 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

The God we serve is the God of life, the God of hope, the God of new beginnings—even for dried-up 

bones and shattered dreams. That rattling of bones in Ezekiel’s vision may be heard as the shackles that 

once held us down in fear, sin, prejudice, and guilt. God defies these deadly entanglements with the 

power of life. This we trust, and by this we live. Thanks be to God! Amen! 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS   Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45  

 

REFLECTIONS AND A GUIDED PRAYER  

Hope is not only a life and death matter. Hope is a life in death matter. Hope finds its greatest challenge, 

and shines its greatest light, when life stands in the face of death and affirms that God remains 

trustworthy. Miracles do happen – they still do, and they speak to our faith and hope. In the scriptures 

this week, Ezekiel is called to prophesy such hope in a valley of dried bones and lost dreams, and the 

bones become fleshed – a miracle happens. The psalmist proclaims hope from the depths, as one who 

waits for the gift of a morning yet to dawn. And Jesus came to Bethany and offered a miracle – life. To 



Mary and Martha’s brother Lazarus who had died, Jesus comes – he is stricken with a grief born of love, 

and Jesus speaks hope into Lazarus’s tomb, he calls his friend to come forth. This miracles of Jesus is a 

sign of God’s glory and of our hope. 

 

"Miracle" is a word that gets overly used – used too loosely in our lives these days.  Some people use the 

word miracle to describe anything pleasantly unexpected.  I have heard it used to describe the gambling 

in winning the lottery – is that a miracle? 
  
Many of us have experienced miracles in our lives.  The question isn't so much whether we have 

experienced miracles but is instead whether we will allow ourselves to call them by their proper name. 

 
Jesus said to the people of that day, "Didn't I tell you that if you believed, you would see God's 

glory?" (v. 40).  Think about that for a bit. • Sometimes we believe, because we have seen the glory of 

God.  • But it's also true that we see the glory of God, because we have believed. So true! 
  
In his book This Is Christianity, Maxie Dunham a UM Pastor and writer, tells a story about Lewis 

Grizzard.  Lew was a newspaper columnist who told in one of his columns about the first miracle that he 

had seen.  It took place in a little Methodist church in Moreland, Georgia.  Two boys had gotten into 

trouble with the law. For their punishment the judge sentenced them to attend the Methodist church 

youth group regularly for six months. 
  
The boys came to the youth group as ordered, but they were a handful.  They got into fights and threw a 

hymnal at the youth group leader. She just ducked, and the hymnal sailed over her head.  Then she said, 
 "I don't approve of what you boys did here tonight, and neither does Jesus Christ. But if Jesus can 

forgive you, I guess I can."  And then she passed them a plate of cookies. 
  
Some years later, Lew Grizzard visited that church and found that those two boys were grown with 

families of their own.  They turned out to be good husbands, good fathers, and good workers––and they 

were in church nearly every Sunday.  Miracle! 
 

I have heard people say we need a miracle now. With us all cooperating together and letting our 

commonwealth health leadership guide us – we will get through this covid-19 stuff – we will become 

transformed because we have had to become the church alive and active – active as we have not been for 

a very long time – dispersed – service in new creative and safe ways – serving differently – providing 

hope. And that will be a miracle. 

 

OFFER A PRAYER AND THE LORDS PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION  

We are a people loved by God. We will live as signs of this love. We are a people blessed with hope. 

We will live in light of this hope. May the love of God, the grace of Christ, and the courage of the Spirit, 

strengthen our faith and set us loose to share God’s love with all. Amen and Amen! 


