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GATHERING WORDS FOR WORSHIP   
What a great day this is! Shout Alleluia! - Alleluia! Is that the best you can do? Can you use your 
outside voices? We have something to celebrate! The Lord is risen. He is risen indeed! So, shout it as 
though you mean it, with everything you have. This is Easter! This is Resurrection Day! ALLELUIA! 

 



OPENING PRAYER  
Loving God of light, we hid in the darkness and you brought the light of Salvation to our eyes and our 
spirits. We praise you for the resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ. We have received the greatest good 
news of healing, hope, and restoration. Praise be to you, eternal God, for this gift of love.  



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, we confess that like the disciples of old, we ran and hid, we have run and even hid in our 
hearts, from the terror and sadness of the crucifixion. We did not want to be there. We have found ways 
of avoiding that scene and pretending that it was all a bad dream. The song asks us, were you there when 
they nailed him to the tree, and we don’t like to give our answer? We come to realize it wasn’t a dream. 
Jesus our Lord was crucified, a very cruel death. That’s a fact. And we were numbed by the news. But 
now we have been given the most blessed gift of forgiveness for our stupidity and stubbornness; we 
have been given the gift of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. New Light has shined in our deep darkness. 
We are restored. Restore us again to your presence today in these times of great sadness. Soften our hard 
hearts. Brighten our spirits, for we are not together to celebrate this hope. Forgive us, heal us for we ask 
this in the name of the Resurrected One, Jesus Christ. 
 
SILENT PRAYER – Be still and listen for God – offer your prayer 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Do not fear. God has conquered death. Jesus Christ, who was crucified, is risen from the dead. Love has 
been poured out again for each one of us. Hope has been given to each of us! Celebrate that!  Thanks be 
to God! Alleluia! Amen!  
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS Acts 30:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2;14-24; Colossians 3:1-4; John 20:1-23 
 
REFLECTIONS So I Sent You! From John 20:21 
 
How many apostles were there?  You can create an argument?  Someone is bound to say – why Twelve, 
of course.  Matthew lists their names (see Matthew 10:2-4).  There were the big names, like Peter, James 
and John.  There was the one that turned on Jesus, Judas.  There was the doubter, Thomas.  There was 
the tax collector, Matthew.  There were several about whom we know practically nothing.  What a 
group? What a motley crew!  
  
As Jesus chose these twelve to be his apostles.  They traveled with him while he was alive, and after his 
death he turned over everything to them. He trusted this group. He empowered them by the Holy Spirit 
to carry on the work––to continue to spread the Gospel––to build the church.  
 
And yet there weren't always twelve apostles.  There we eleven after Judas betrayed Jesus, he killed 
himself. And so, after Jesus' resurrection, the apostles got together to choose a successor to Judas––to 
bring the number back to twelve.  Peter outlined the qualifications: the person had to be someone who 
had been with Jesus from the beginning; and the person must be a witness to the resurrection––must 
have seen the risen Christ (Acts 1:21-22).  
  
The apostles had two candidates to replace Judas, and God helped them to choose Matthias (Acts 
1:26).  So, they got back to twelve. 
  
But later, there was Paul, who saw the risen Christ in a vision on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-9).  So 
then there was thirteen. 
  



Then Luke, in writing Acts, refers to "the apostles Barnabas and Paul" (Acts 14:14) –– so apparently the 
early church considered Barnabas to be an apostle. So that makes it fourteen. 
  
And then Paul refers to "James, the Lord's brother" as an apostle (Galatians 1:19).  So, then we are up to 
fifteen –– Note that these are all men.  
  
In doing some reading I discovered that the Eastern Orthodox Church regards Mary Magdalene 
as isapostolos –– equal to the apostles––because Mary had been with Jesus from the beginning––AND 
she was the FIRST witness to the resurrection––the FIRST to see the risen Christ––AND the FIRST to 
be given a commission by the risen Christ.  
  
Jesus told Mary Magdalene: (John 20:17) "Go to my brothers, and tell them, 'I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'"  
  
I am note pushing this too far.  I don't want to say that Mary Magdalene was an apostle – the Scriptures 
do not share that.  I think it is wonderful that in that patriarchal society––in that man's world––Jesus 
honored a woman – Mary – to be the First to see the resurrected Christ and the First to receive a 
commission to spread the word. 
  
It's especially wonderful, because Mary Magdalene had been such a flawed woman.  She had been 
demon-possessed––inhabited with demons. Jesus had cast out those demons, healed her and restored her 
to wholeness (Mark 16:9).  
  
So, on Easter – as we talk about Mary and her witness – it is important to remember Mary's story, 
because Easter is about hope, God taking a hopeless situation and turning it around––redeeming it.  
That is what was done for Mary and that is what can be done for each one of us.  
 
God did that in Easter.  He took a hopeless situation––a dead man––a corpse––and he turned the 
hopeless situation around––God brought Jesus back to life––opened the tomb––and set the stage for 
salvation – the salvation of the whole world.  
  
So, on that first Easter, Jesus chose Mary Magdalene, one of the many hopeless people whom Jesus had 
helped and healed, to take word to the disciples (those who had given up hope), to take the word to them 
and share the joy – he is risen!  
  
And the disciples didn't "get it" immediately. They had been in hiding since Jesus' death––scared that 
the men who killed Jesus would come after them next.  But Jesus came to the disciples in that locked 
room––came through the locked door––stood in their midst and said, "Peace be to you!"––and then 
showed them the wounds in his hands and his side.  Then the disciples were finally able to believe––and 
they rejoiced.  
  
Jesus said to them once again, (John 20:21) "Peace be to you!" And then he said, "As the Father has 
sent me, EVEN SO I SEND YOU."  
  
"SO, I SEND YOU!"  That was the beginning.  Those few unimpressive disciples – that motley crew, 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, they were to take the message of the risen Christ to the rest of the 



world.  They were to spread the word that He is risen! – spread the word of the risen Christ to all those 
places – remember those places that we find so difficult to pronounce in Acts 2––Parthia and Phrygia 
and Pamphylia and then to Egypt and Rome and the rest of the world.  
  
In some places, tyrants have tried to stomp out the Gospel, but it spread anyway.  It continues to spread 
especially in the more oppressive the place, because the people are more determined to hear about 
freedom in Christ.  The darker the time, the darker the place, the more anxious people are – faith spreads 
– people want to see the light of Easter.   
  
And the faith is still spreading today––even in our dark and depressing times when we cannot assemble 
and sing the resurrection songs. Faith can and will spread.  
  
And so it was Jesus who said to MARY, (John 20:17) "Go to my brothers." Start spreading the news – 
the word! 
  
And then Jesus said to them - the ones hidden in that locked room, (John 20:21) "As the Father has 
sent me, EVEN SO I SEND YOU."  Start spreading the news - the word! 
  
And so Jesus says to US today, "SO I SEND YOU." It's our turn to follow through – to follow through 
what Mary started – as she shared the news.  
  
Whom can you tell about Jesus? With whom can you share the resurrection story and what it means to 
you? I know it’s hard to communicate differently – this physical distancing – being apart – but you can 
talk – to those you are with – you can call your neighbor.  
 
We can spread the news – call someone and pray with them – share the joy of the risen Lord! Then some 
day when we gather again – invite someone to join with you in worship. 
  
Prayerfully think about how your involved at Granville church––if you are not involved – can you get 
involved when we get back together – think about that – pray about that.  
  
There are thousands of different ways that we can spread the Easter message.  Pray for guidance from 
God, and then listen for God to guide you. 
  
This Easter, know the joy of the Risen Lord in your life – share the joy of the risen Savior where you 
able to do so and then come and celebrate that JOY when we can be back together in the future.  
 
OFFER A PRAYER  
 
A GUIDED PRAYER  
Lord of mystery and marvels, you have walked with us on this Lenten journey a journey of which we 
were together for part of it and scattered and sequester for the other part. You have seen how we have 
responded to those whom Jesus encountered along the path. We have heard their stories and have seen 
their pain. We have witnessed the love that Jesus offered to them and the miracles that have taken place 
in their lives. Now we gather on this brilliant day in a place filled with candles and flowers, where the 
music soars and the spirits of all are lifted in joy. Be with us again, reminding us that the journey to the 



cross does not end in death, but becomes a road of joy. Lift our hearts and our spirits to sing your praises 
in gratitude for all that you have done for us. Let the light of Jesus Christ shine on us, in us, and through 
us as witness to your eternal presence and love for us; for we ask this in his name.   
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
 
BENEDICTION  
Alleluia! This is a day of new beginnings! This is the day of brightness and hope! For God has done 
wondrous things for us! Go in joyful peace and know that God’s peace, hope and love go with you 
always. Now share it with your outside voices - ALLELUIA! Christ is Risen! ALLELUIA! AMEN. 


