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GATHERING THOUGHTS   
The Lord has heard your voice and the cries of 
your hearts. Lord, bring your peace and healing. 
Rejoice, call upon the name of the Lord! 

 
GATHERING WORDS FOR WORSHIP 
Sometimes good things are right in front of us and we just don’t see them. Our fears and our prejudices 
blind us. Can we open our eyes this day to see the goodness of the Lord? Can we open our hearts to 
receive the blessings of our gracious God? 
 
OPENING PRAYER  
Loving God, come and speak to our hearts today. May we, like those on the Emmaus Road, find your 
words burning with hope in our lives. Strengthen us and give us courage for the journey ahead.  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Lord, you are so patient with us. You brought us through Easter when we rejoiced at the news of the 
resurrection of your Son our Savior. You were with us in the upper room when we remained hidden 
out of our fears, sharing with Thomas our doubts and anxieties. Now you come to be with us on the 
road. You come to us in our everyday lives, moving out of this setting of worship into the world, even 
though our world now is stay at home. But we really are not always ready for you. We do not always 
see you or feel your presence. We let so many things crowd in on our lives. Those intrusions blot out 
our awareness of your presence. Forgive our blindness and forgive our stubbornness. Help us keep our 
hearts open to you, to see you and to tell the good things you have done in our lives. We ask this in 
Jesus’ Name.  
 
SILENT PRAYER – Be still and listen for God – offer your prayer 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Even though you have not seen Jesus, one to one, you have that assurance of his presence and his love 
being with you. The promises of God are always true. God is with us. It is with us in the resurrection of 
Jesus, and in our journeys and every day in our lives. 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS Acts 2:14, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; 1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35 
 
REFLECTIONS People Like Us – based form the gospel lesson from Luke 24 
Just as Jesus chose to reveal himself on Easter to two very ordinary disciples, he does most of his work 
today through very ordinary Christians –– people like us – people like you and me. 
 



As Luke tells the Easter story, several women discovered the empty tomb.  They had taken spices to 
the tomb on Easter morning to prepare Jesus' body for burial, but instead found themselves confronted 
by two angels who asked, (Luke 24:5-6) "Why do you look for the living among the dead? He isn't 
here, he is risen." 
  
So, the women left the tomb and reported this news to the disciples.  But the disciples did not believe 
the women.  They considered their report nonsense.  After all, these were just women!  Women! What 
did they know? 
  
But Peter did not dismiss their report.  Peter ran to the tomb and found it as the women had described 
it.  The tomb was open.  The linen cloths that had wrapped Jesus' body were lying there––no longer in 
use.  Peter went home amazed––not sure what to think! 
 
Then Luke goes on to tell this story of the two disciples on the Emmaus Road.  On Easter afternoon, 
these two disciples were walking from Jerusalem to Emmaus, about seven miles.  They had been in 
Jerusalem for the Passover, but it had been a terrible Passover.  They were disciples of Jesus and had 
gotten the shock of their lives when they learned that Jesus had been crucified.  They could hardly 
believe it!  
  
Luke says that as they were walking along that dusty road toward their Emmaus home, they were 
talking with each other about the things that had happened (v. 14).  One thing that had happened, of 
course, was the crucifixion.  But another thing was the report that the tomb was empty.  
  
These two disciples discussed those things as they walked along––trying to make sense out of 
nonsense.  Why would anyone kill Jesus?  What had gone wrong?  Why would the tomb be 
empty?  Would the authorities hunt down the disciples next?  These two disciples must have wondered 
if their lives might be in danger. 
  
And then a stranger joined them––a stranger who seemed to know nothing about Jesus.  That was 
nonsense too!  How could anyone be ignorant about Jesus?  So they began to tell this stranger about 
Jesus––how he was "prophet mighty in deed and word" (v. 19)––how the chief priests and leaders 
handed Jesus over to be crucified––how the disciples had hoped that Jesus would be the one, but their 
hopes had been dashed by the crucifixion.  They also told him about the women's report that the tomb 
was empty (vv. 22-24).  
  
But then the stranger interrupted them.  He said, (25) "Foolish men, and slow of heart to believe in all 
that the prophets have spoken!"  Then the stranger went on to teach these two men the scriptures ––
scriptures that they had studied since they were children.  He taught them things that they had never 
heard before. 
  
Then they arrived in Emmaus.  The sun was beginning to set, so these two disciples––still not 
understanding that they were talking to Jesus––invited him to stay for the night.  Jesus joined them for 
dinner (v. 29). 
  
In Jewish homes, the host––the man of the house––would take the bread and break it and offer a 
bessing over it, and then pass it around the table.  But this night, Jesus did that.  Jesus was the guest in 
this house, but he acted as the host.  Luke says: (30) "When (Jesus) had sat down at the table with 
them, he took the bread and gave thanks. Breaking it, he gave it to them."  
  



Recognize the words! They are very much like the words we share when we celebrate the Lord's 
Supper. They are very similar to the words Jesus shared in the upper room at the Last Supper.  Jesus 
"took the bread and gave thanks.  Broke it and gave it to them." 
  
Then Luke says (31) "Their eyes were opened, and they recognized him." And then Jesus vanished 
from their sight. 
  
So even though night was falling and it was seven miles to Jerusalem, these two disciples got up from 
their dinner table and walked back to the city so they could tell the other disciples what they had 
seen.  They found the apostles and the other disciples talking excitedly about Peter, who had seen Jesus 
(v. 34).  Then Luke concludes the story with these words.  He says: (35) The two men "related the 
things that happened along the way, and how (Jesus) had been known to them in the breaking of the 
bread."  
  
"Jesus had been made known to them in the breaking of bread"––just as Jesus is made known to us 
today in the breaking of bread.  
 
End of story!  It's an unusual story––told only by Luke––but it's famous.    
  
When I read the Emmaus Road (one of my favorites), one of the things that stands out for me is that 
Jesus picked two Minor Players – two nobodies – for a role in this Major Story.  We know the name of 
one of them––Cleopas––and that is it.  We know nothing about Cleopas other than his name, and we 
know nothing at all about his companion.  Were they buddies?  Were they work companions? Were 
they make and female? Were they husband and wife?  Nobody knows! 
  
But in Luke's Gospel, Cleopas and his companion were two of the first three people to see the risen 
Lord––Peter being the third (24:35).  Luke does not report the women at the tomb seeing Jesus.  Luke 
shares that the women saw only angels.  
  
And yet later that evening, Jesus would appear to all the disciples, but Jesus chose Peter, the leader of 
the disciples––and two nobodies––for the signal honor of the first sightings.  This did not happened by 
accident.  I do not think Jesus just decided to walk down the Emmaus Road to see who he might see.  I 
think that Jesus chose to reveal himself to Cleopas and the unnamed disciple for an incredibly good 
reason.  
  
Jesus did this to encourage the rest of us – yes, the rest of us who are the nobody disciples.  Most of us 
are unknown Christians once we get away from the church––and much of the work that we do for 
Jesus seems so pretty minor.  We go through our churchy routines.  We attend worship.  We teach 
others about Jesus.  We learning / study groups.  We service groups. We help people in need.  We are 
doing what a church should be doing.  
  
And yet we are pretty ordinary.  We are ordinary Christians doing ordinary things.  Nothing 
earthshaking!  Nothing newsworthy!  I am not expecting a call this week from the newspaper asking 
what I have planned for Sunday.  I am not expecting a call from a talk show host asking for an 
interview.  
  
And yet it was people like us to whom Jesus chose to reveal himself that first Easter afternoon––
Cleopas and the other disciple––the one with no name.  Perhaps Jesus did that as a way of showing us 



that he would do most of his work through ordinary disciples––people of ordinary means––people with 
ordinary jobs––people not very well known ––people like you and me.  
 
That is exactly what has happened during the past twenty centuries.  Oh – there have been some big 
names – big church heroes––Wesley, Calvin, Martin Luther King––just like there were two or three 
big names among the apostles.  
  
And yet for every big-name Christian there have been millions of no-name Christians––and most of 
the church's work has been done by these no-name Christians.  That has been true over the centuries 
and is still true today.  Most church work today gets done by people whose names you would not 
recognize––people like you and me. 
 
Just as Jesus chose to reveal himself on Easter to two very ordinary disciples, he does most of his work 
today through very ordinary Christians –– people like you and me. Can you offer Jesus to someone 
who dies not know him – can you help someone learn about Jesus. Ask yourself what am I doing for 
Jesus? What could I be doing for Jesus?   God will transform the ordinariness of what you do - your 
work and cause it to flower in ways that you would never have imagined. Your eyes will be opened! 
  
OFFER A PRAYER - you can refer to the Prayer List if you need 
 
A GUIDED PRAYER  
When we have come to the table of the Lord, do we dare to believe in his presence with us. We hear 
the words of institution shared, “This is my body. . . . This is my blood given for you, poured out for 
you, for the forgiveness of sins,” and yet we still let doubts and fears enter our lives. We want to 
believe. We need to believe. For it is too easy for the empty promises of this world to dazzle our eyes. 
And so here we are, we come to you, Lord, with all of our fears and doubts, our joys and sorrows, our 
longings and dreamings. We bring these things to you in hope that you will hear our prayers and 
respond to our cries. We bring to you the names of those people whom we love, for whom issues of 
loneliness, pain, fear of this pandemic, suffering, grief, and loss seem to abound. We bring to you the 
names of people who have rejoiced in the new found faith, who have reconciled with loved ones, who 
have survived tragedy and sorrow, who are happy; and we want to dance in celebration for their good 
fortune. Hear us O Lord, we pray; (Silent prayer) - heal us O Lord, we pray; (Silent prayer) - bless us, 
O Lord we pray. (Silent prayer) - For we ask these things in the name of the One who was raised that 
we might have life – eternal life. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
 
BENEDICTION  
We are people of the road as we meet people and break bread with them and help them to have a 
moment of coming to know that love of Jesus. As People of the Road, rejoice, for God is with you. 
Continue to bring God’s love and peace to all whom you will meet. God’s be peace be with you now 
and forever. Amen 


