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GATHERING WORDS FOR WORSHIP   
This is a day to let your heart take control of our lips. We can’t keep silent, even though we are apart we 
can praise our Lord. Our hearts are bursting with praise for Jesus, the King of our lives! In spite of the 
shadow of the cross that hangs over the palm-strewn way, Jesus rides into the hearts of those who 
surrender to him. I commit myself wholly to Jesus. I ask him to be present in my lives always. AMEN. 

 
OPENING PRAYER  
O Lord God, your Son followed your will, both as Servant and Savior, and now He rules in the hearts of 
those who accept him as King: Open our hearts to his rule, today and always, so that we may rejoice in 
the blessings of his kingdom and share with those who honor him with their lives. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Patient God, we confess that we love a parade. We are very happy to see banners waving and hear 
people shouting their praises. There is a thrill in our hearts to the spectacle. But then we fail to see the 
sadness on the face of the Savior; our shouts block out his sorrow. He comes to us as King, and we 
expect that royal treatment will follow. We do not and cannot believe that in just a few days we will be 
among those who will turn our backs and run away from his presence. How fickle we are, how fickle we 
can be, O Lord. Yet you continually forgive us and call you call us to turn our lives around--to see the 
needs of others, to reach out in trust and faith, to be willing to witness to your good news of saving love, 
and now in these times to do it from a distance – one that is socially acceptable. Heal our hearts and give 
us courage for the days ahead; for we ask this in Jesus’ Name. 
 
SILENT PRAYER – Be still and listen for God – offer your prayer 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Though you have fallen short, God reaches out to you in loving forgiveness. God is with you, 
celebrating this day and walking with you – in the parade and walking with you all the way to the cross. 
For the time of salvation is near. Thanks be to God! Amen! 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS for remembering the Palm Procession Matthew 21:1-11, Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29 
 
REFLECTIONS The great week is before us. It had a humble beginning and a humble ending. On Palm 
Sunday and Good Friday, God chose to work through humility and love rather than through displays of 
power. 
 



In Jesus’ day, Jerusalem was accustomed to impressive displays.  In this period when the kings and 
Romans came to Jerusalem, they tried to outdo each other––I am having the better parade – trying to 
impress the people with their importance.  They rode their great horses and were dressed in very rich 
garb.  They entered the city with their entourage––soldiers and servants and the hangers on.  The people 
of Jerusalem were accustomed to these great parades.  Who could blame them if they judged a man's 
importance by the grandeur of his entrance into the city? 
  
We don’t see parades like – if ever – mostly what we see are our hometown parades with our grand 
marshal upfront and the fire trucks in the rear – lots of noise – lots of hoopla. Our parades shut down the 
street for a while – not all day.  
 
I was traveling north when the pope visited Washington DC – also the president was moving between 
places – my route home was totally changed – many main highways were shut down – and so I chose a 
slower route to get to Baltimore – some “back roads” that had a lot of traffic. These movements of the 
president and pope – were like the rulers that came into Jerusalem – both had their travel vehicle and 
their entourage of security and press. 
 
In 1994 when I was on flood duty along the Mississippi with the National Guard – I was serving as 
chaplain – I was traveling into Red Bank, Il going to the hospital. As we – the ministry team - entered 
town in our Hummer – people started clapping – shouting praises – next thing you know a lot of people 
were celebrating. We wondered – what is going on – our presence released within them their joy that 
help was around – was there – for many to the west of this town – who lived along the river - their town 
was wiped out – never to go back.  
 
When Jesus came to town – to Jerusalem – it was a humble procession – that made a statement.  No 
display of grandiosity – no shut down of the city – just displays of humility. Through this Jesus 
proclaimed his humility and not his power. 
  
Think back to Christmas – what did God do?  He gave us his son, a babe born, not in a palace, but in a 
stable––dressed, not in fine silks and linens, but in swaddling clothes––attended, not by princes and 
courtiers, but by lowly shepherds. He shared his humility. 
 
• On Palm Sunday, he came into Jerusalem riding a humble donkey––not a mighty horse.  
• On Thursday, he sweat drops of blood as he contemplated his coming death. 
• On Friday, he endured the torture of the cross. 
  
What does that mean for us – what does it have to do with us?  There are many lessons that we could 
derive from Jesus' humility on Palm Sunday and Good Friday.  I share three: 
  
• FIRST, we need not despair when we when we see the mess that people have made of the world. We 
must not despair about the coronavirus – covid-19 mess we are within. 
  
For many close to Jesus - Good Friday looked like the end––but the cross turned out to be the beginning, 
not the end––it turned out to be the prelude to victory, not defeat.   
 
Worshiping Jesus in new ways – really old ways is the beginning of our future as a church. 



  
• SECOND, we need not despair when things go bad for us personally––when our dreams seem to have 
come to an end––when our health has turned bad––when we are grieving the death of a loved one––
when all seems so dark around us.  
  
It is in those times we can lift our eyes to the heavens.  We can ask God to be with us to redeem our 
suffering.  We can ask God to show us a pathway through the darkness.  We can ask God to help us to 
find new meaning for our lives.  And God does. 
 
He did that for me when my daughter died – guided me in those dark days – shared a path – and was 
with me – and still is. Today - I have been working on finding a new pathway to be in ministry – to be a 
connection – a resource for you during these times.  
  
• THIRD, remember - remember how much power there is in humility–service–and love. The lives of 
those who have no power and no wealth––who have only humility, service, and love––their lives also 
have great meaning.  
  
Palm Sunday and Good Friday demonstrate God's determination to share his power and love to give 
hope and life and healing. If you think of yourself as ordinary––Oh I am nobody – I am just so ordinary 
– I got very little power––I live from paycheck to paycheck––and now with this virus about – I am 
nothing – can’t do nothing!  Please notice that have a special place in God's plan.  God can do wonderful 
things through you as share your humble service in new and different ways – check on a neighbor in a 
safe way – using your phone and call folks – write a note – finding that connectedness to God in new 
ways and sharing it. 
  
An English pastor by the name of F.B. Meyer put it this way: I used to think that God's gifts were on 
shelves one ABOVE the other and that the taller we grew in Christian character the more easily we 
could reach them. I now find that God's gifts are on shelves one BENEATH the other and that it is not a 
question of growing taller but of stooping lower.  
  
Dwight L. Moody was a friend of F.B. Meyer and Moody put it this way: One drop of God's strength is 
worth more than all the world. 
  
As an ordinary person, keep your eyes and ears open.  Keep our hearts open. The news is getting worse 
and not better. We need to stay the course – follow instruction and follow God and  God will give you 
opportunities to do many things especially during this time when we cannot worship together and 
celebrate what God is doing. 
 
OFFER A PRAYER  
 
A GUIDED PRAYER  
Are you ever amazed? Amazed at the Lord? At your responses to the Savior? We get all excited about 
parades! We get excited about the parade into Jerusalem. For us to celebrate and remember the parade 
into Jerusalem, we gather our palm branches and distribute them among those present so that they can 
wave them in triumph, replicating the parade and the crowd. Children sing the praises of Jesus. Adults 
remove their cloaks and place them on the road in front of the donkey so that he may not make a 



misstep. We could stay at this scene forever, relishing and enjoy the moment. But then we are being 
called forward, called to move through the gates of the Holy City to the Temple and then from the 
Temple to the Cross. O God, be with us, give us the courage to face what lies ahead. To remember you – 
and your son this coming week – but also give us the courage and patience to face what lies ahead with 
this disease of covid-19, whatever is out there whatever we are facing.  Strengthen our faith, strengthen 
us as a community, that we will remain steadfast.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
 
BENEDICTION  
Lord, just as we have entered Jerusalem with you, be with us all as we walk into the Jerusalem’s that we 
will be facing. Guide our steps. Encourage our hearts. Give us abundant faith to follow you. 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS for remembering the Passion to bring you into Holy Week 
  Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 26:14-27:66 
 


