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GATHERING THOUGHTS   
For some of you, it has been a good week and for others, the difficulties abound. For many of us 
dealing with this unseen virus and the all restrictions have us very frustrated, having feelings we do not 
understand and hurting to be with others and family. Our lives can get so noisy. Calm your spirits, rest 
your bodies. O Lord, we need your peace and healing for our souls, rest for our weary hearts. Can you 
open your heart and life to the Good Shepherd as you share in worship this day? 
 
GATHERING WORDS FOR WORSHIP 
Come to the gate and find the Good Shepherd within. We need a shepherd – one who can round us up 
and bring us through your Gate, O Lord. If you are hungry or thirsty, the Good Shepherd will provide 
for your needs. And our souls have need, this day – they thirst for your word, O God. Come, come to 
the Gate and the Shepherd awaits. Listen for the voice of the Good Shepherd. 
 
OPENING PRAYER  
God of all the sheep, those who remain close to you and those who stray, those who are always faithful 
and those who are lost: be with us today! Help us to take time to look at our lives and our relationship 
to you. Bring us closer as you draw us in to you this day. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Patient God, you know how easy it is for us to stray. We wander off so easily. Forgive us, we pray. 
Heal our brokenness, our anxieties and our fears. Remind us again that you lead us up the mountains, 
down into the valleys, you lead us in gentle paths and by quiet waters – and when the paths are stony 
and the waves tumultuous, forgive us and help us O Lord because we do not often remember your 
protection and your care.  
 
SILENT PRAYER – Be still and listen for God – offer your prayer 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Just when we think we can go no further, Jesus the Good Shepherd calls to us, bring us safely into the 
fold of Grace and Mercy. Rejoice! – Rejoice and give thanks that you are loved completely and 
forgiven this day and always.  
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John10:1-10 
 



REFLECTIONS – The shepherd – a gate – based form the gospel lesson from John 10 
 
When we look at the altar area in Granville Church there is a picture of Jesus standing at the door and 
knocking. It implies that Jesus is knocking at the door for you to come out to serve or for you to invite 
Jesus in. In today’s gospel lesson, Jesus said, (vs 7) "I am the sheep's door" – a gate. When Jesus said 
"sheep," he was talking about people.  What does it mean to be the people's door?  
  
Jesus also says in verses 11,14 the phrase "I am the good shepherd." To me that is much easier to 
understand.  If we are the sheep and Jesus is the shepherd.  He is not only the shepherd, he is also 
the "GOOD shepherd" –– a shepherd who protects the sheep, even at the risk of his life, at night the 
shepherd would lay down across the sheep gate to keep the sheep within the pen. 
  
We like the shepherd.  Most of us feel vulnerable, and it's comforting to know that we have a Good 
Shepherd watching over us––keeping us from running into the ditch––protecting us from wolves that 
would devour us.  
  
Personally, I like the idea that Jesus is my shepherd––that he is watching over me––keeping me on the 
right path.  I like the idea that Jesus will come to find me when I wander off––prepared to carry me 
back to the fold when I can't make it back under my own power. 
  
Being a shepherd isn't a sometime job. It is not a job I’ll do if I want to do it , a job to do if I feel like 
doing it – a job to have if I feel like going to work that day.  Shepherds don't work forty-hour weeks – 
they are on it from sunrise to sunset – 24/7 – they got their breaks when another shepherd would help 
them out or they would work together.   
  
So when Jesus says he says, (vs7) "I am the sheep's door." What does he mean?  
  
In Jesus' day, a village sheepfold would have a gate to protect the sheep.  But shepherds had to stay in 
the countryside for days at a time.  Out there, a shepherd would have to gather the sheep together in a 
secluded place.  At night, the shepherd would lay down his bedroll in the entrance so that predators 
would have to get by the shepherd before it could get to the sheep.  William Barclay, who wrote a 
commentary on the Gospel of John, says: "In the most literal sense the shepherd was the door; there 
was no access to the sheep-fold except through the shepherd." 
  
So, the shepherd walked with the sheep during the day, lead them to green pastures and protected them 
from danger.  At night, the shepherd became the gate, literally using his body––his presence––to block 
animals and other things that might harm the sheep. 
  
So when Jesus says, "I am the good shepherd," he means, "I put my life on the line everyday to protect 
the sheep."  When Jesus says, "I am the sheep's door," he means, "I put my life on the line every night 
to protect the sheep."  Whether Jesus is the shepherd or the gate, he is there to protect the sheep––and 
we are his sheep.  We are the ones whom Jesus loves.  We are the ones for whom Jesus gave his 
life.  We are the ones in Jesus' care now both day and night. 
  
Do you need a shepherd? Do you need a shepherd to guide us along the right paths––to help us to 
make decisions in your life? We live in a complicated world where standards vary––there are few 
guideposts––to guide us.  We make decisions every day on our journey through life––and those 
decisions affect us – who we are and how we live. 



  
Big important decisions seldom announce themselves – now is the time you have to deceive! More 
often, we make a small decision––that leads to another small decision––and then that leads another 
decision––and then another.  Pretty soon, we find ourselves in a place that we hadn't expected to 
be.  Sometimes that's very good. However accidental journeys often lead to decisions, plan or places 
we really did not want to be.  There are times when these accidental decisions often lead us astray. 
  
Jesus prepares us for that. How? He prepare us for the small temptations that have the potential to 
unravel and hurt our lives?  Do note that this is way that Jesus prepared his disciples for their work.  
  
One of the ways that Jesus prepared the disciples was his through his teaching ministry.  Jesus taught 
his disciples many things––some of which they understood right way, but many of those things took 
quite awhile till they understood and some of which they understood only after the resurrection.  
  
Another one of the ways that Jesus prepared his disciples was his healing ministry.  Jesus touched 
many life as he did wonderful things for people in need.  Jesus' disciples had the opportunity to witness 
his power at work –– the power of God at work. 
  
And yet another of the ways – most likely that was most important was that Jesus prepared his 
disciples was simply by spending time with them––he walked the dusty roads of Palestine with them––
he shared meals with them––he told them stories––he showed them by example what it means to walk 
and journey with God. 
  
And so we see – Jesus operated much like a shepherd.  Shepherds walked the roads and the pathways 
with their sheep––lead them––kept them from danger––talked to them––called them by name.  
Jesus was a shepherd to his disciples. He used shepherding skills prepared the disciples for their great 
mission that lay ahead – letting other know about Jesus, once he ascended to glory. 
  
Can that be instructive for you. It can be? The time that we spend with Jesus prepares us for life–– for 
our journey in life – for all the challenges that we will face along the way.  The time that we spend 
with Jesus prepares us for the decisions we will have to make.  Worship each week is so important – 
and we miss the gathered community – but that is only one part of being with Jesus. We need other 
times too – other times to spend with Jesus, learning from his example—his teachings—his stories. 
  
However we do it - we need more than an hour a week with Jesus.  We need to spend time with Jesus 
in prayer.  We need some sort of regularly and rhythm for that – each of us has to find his or her own 
rhythm for that. Is it to read a daily devotional guide like the Upper Room.  Is it to be involved in a 
small group with other Christians––is it to allow our self time to be mentored and guided by others – 
coached on the way – in the way — by people whom the Lord has sent to guide us.  This is time spent 
with Jesus the shepherd.  Preparing each of us for the decisions that that will help us on our journey 
through life – help us prepare for the life to come in glory. 
 
This practice of spending time with the shepherd was what motivated Avery and Marsh to write Talk 
To The Shepherd – a bright – bouncy – uplifting song. You may recall that Avery and Marsh wrote the 
song – I Am The Church. Talk To The Shepherd  was written and dedicated to a couple who greatly 
influence Avery and Marsh with their spiritual lives – their practice of prayer – their joyful spirit. They 
spent time talking to the shepherd that guided them and that showed through their lives. 
  



Practice – in all that we do we have to practice – not only prayer and building our lives spiritually - 
when I served in the Army we practiced many what ifs so as to be prepared. Many of us love football 
especially the team over the mountain. These days football games are won in training, conditioning, 
and preparation off the field as much as playing the game on the field.  By the time the football game 
starts, much has already been decided by the condition of the players. Practice is what we need to do – 
talk to the shepherd – be guided by the shepherd. 
  
We need that so when temptations come––when critical decisions are to be made––the time that we 
have spent journeying — walking – talking with Jesus - the shepherd – the shepherding makes all the 
difference.  We learn with him that he can save us.  It is Jesus the shepherd – who becomes Jesus the 
door––Jesus the gate––Jesus the one who stands between us – stand with us.  
 
In the Lord's Prayer, Jesus teaches us to pray, "Deliver us from evil" (Matthew 6:13)  That is an  
important part of that prayer. We live in a world where evil rears up in unexpected places. We hear it 
come in discriminatory racists language.  The time spent with Jesus – talking to the shepherd prepares 
us and fortifies us for the times when we will find ourselves head-to-head with evil being spoken, 
language used, actions taken in the most unexpected places or situations. 
  
Spend some time with the Jesus the shepherd – Jesus the gate. If you do that Jesus will lead you on the 
journey through life from one road onto the another road.  He will restore your soul.  
  
Surely goodness and mercy will follow you all the days of your life an I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord forever. That happens when you will let Jesus your shepherd, your gate! 
  
OFFER A PRAYER - you can refer to the Prayer List if you need 
 
A GUIDED PRAYER  
Merciful and loving God, you call us beloved – we are the ones you seek to protect. Yet we love to 
take risks, emotionally, spiritually, physically. You call to us again and again. Help us to hear your 
voice. Give us hearts of love and compassion for all those who suffer illness, any adversity, feel so 
isolated during this time challenge this pandemic has brough upon us. We remember those (see the 
prayer list).  Be with those who need to travel. Be with those who have lost that sense of community. 
They truly hunger and thirst in every way and you have called us to meet those needs – not to turn 
them away because they might be different. You have always accepted us, so help us to accept others, 
even others that we don’t like or with which we don’t get along, help us to realize that we are your 
sheep – the sheep of your pasture and that we are awash with diversity of spirit and origin. Help us to 
truly celebrate those wonderful gifts and learn from them. We ask this in the name of the Good 
shepherd who taught us to pray ... 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
 
BENEDICTION  
You have been given your rest, now go and proclaim with your lives the good news of Jesus Christ. Be 
a Good Shepherd to someone today. 


