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GATHERING THOUGHTS   
For some of you, it has been a good week and for others, the difficulties abound. For many of us 
dealing with this unseen virus and the all restrictions have us very frustrated, having feelings we do not 
understand and hurting to be with others and family. Our lives can get so noisy. Calm your spirits, rest 
your bodies. O Lord, we need your peace and healing for our souls, rest for our weary hearts. Can you 
open your heart and life to the Good Shepherd as you share in worship this day? 
 
GATHERING WORDS FOR WORSHIP 
Lord of love, you have called us together this day. Help us to appreciate all that you have given to us, 
to cherish our families and our friends, to seek your hope and peace throughout all our lives.  
 
OPENING PRAYER  
Gracious God, on this day of the festival of the Christian Home, the celebration of Mother’s Day, the 
witness to the eternal love of Christ, remind us that we are responsible for caring for each other. We 
are called to lift up rather than tear down; to support rather than abandon, to reach out when others 
have turned away. Give us hearts of love that, in all places and times, we may be a witness to the hope 
that is found in Jesus Christ. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Patient and forgiving God, we come to you this day. For many there is a celebration of Mother’s Day 
and all that our mothers have given to us and taught us; but for some, these memories are too painful, 
of those who could not parent, who were afflicted. Remind us that your blessings are poured out in 
many ways, through many people. Give us the confident faith that reaches beyond our own lives to 
help others. Forgive us when we sink into our own selfishness and pettiness. For it is in those times 
that we turn our back on you. Bring us back to you, to the awareness of your eternal love. In Christ’s 
Name, we pray.  
 
SILENT PRAYER – Be still and listen for God – offer your prayer 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Christ, our cornerstone, and our salvation, offers us hope and comfort. On this Mother’s Day Sunday, 
this Festival of the Christian Home, help us to make our home in you. 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14 
 



REFLECTIONS – If You Love Me….   John 14:15-21 
 
Today – I chose to deviate from the lectionary which is listed in the scripture reading – I am using next 
week’s gospel lesson. I have been using the lectionary lately to keep me focused during this crisis time 
of not being together. I had thought of doing a worship series before the crisis, that did not happen. 
This week I chose to help you remember and focus on Mother’s Day. 
 
This Mother’s Day 2020 calls me to remember – my mother who is not living – my grandmothers who 
are not living – I only ever knew my mother’s mother – and my Dad’s step mother – my Dad’s mom 
died when he was 5 years old. I remember years ago – when I was a child – asking my Nana – my step 
grandma – “Why the flowers today?” – that Sunday I asked that was a Mother’s Day – she wore some 
flowers on her jacket to church. She wore white ones – I had asked why, and she told me they were 
because she was showing others that her mother had died, and she was honoring and remembering her. 
She gave me a pink one to give my mom to wear because her mother was still living.  
 
There is a wonderful cartoon that showed a young boy about five or six years old talking on the 
telephone, it shows him saying, “Mom is in the hospital, the twins and Roxie and Billie and Sally and 
the dog and me and Dad are all home alone.”  
 
Remembering my mother and how she had phrases for her boys, I wondered what some of the mothers 
in the Bible might have said to their children? Someone created these maternal thoughts – they are 
wonderful – thought I would share theme with you for this Mother’s Day. 
 
10. Samson! Get your hand out of that lion. You don’t know where it’s been!  
9. David! I told you not to play in the house with that sling! Go practice your harp. We pay good 
money for those lessons! 
8. Abraham! Stop wandering around the countryside and get home for supper! 
7. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego! Leave those clothes outside, you smell like a dirty old furnace! 
6. Cain! Get off your brother! You’re going to kill him some day!  
5. Noah! No, you can’t keep them! I told you, don’t bring home any more strays! 
4. Gideon! Look at your clothes! Have you been hiding in that wine press again?  
3. James and John! No more burping contests at the dinner table, please. People are going to call you 
the sons of thunder! 
2. Judas! Have you been into my purse again?! 
1. Jesus! Close that door, what do you think, that you were born in a barn?  
 
Our mothers say some funny things – they all have their phrases. One of the fondest memories I have 
of my mother is not her cooking and cleaning. We all have fond memories along with our hard 
memories. My fondest memory will always be Christmas and underwear. Mom always wanted to give 
us new underwear and socks. “In case we got hit by a bus.” We did not live near a bus – we walked a 
long way to school or some one took us. Do not ask me how that could help but it was one her rules. I 
think she got that from her mom or her mom’s mom. So, at Christmas, I always knew there would 
always be underwear and socks somewhere – in the stockings or under the tree. She said – well you 
always need them.  
 
As you read the gospel passage – the scripture I listed with this devotional – John 14:15-21 – you’ll see 
that it isn’t about mothers – It is all about love. And love is one of the key ingredients of being a 
mother. It is the key ingredient to of the Christian on their journey through life. 



Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” Children tend to use part of this quote 
in quite a different sort of manner. Don’t they – I know I did – I said it – If you love me – you will do  
this ---  ---. If you love me… My children said it – and I have heard some of my grandchildren say it. 
They tend to try and use that phrase – If you love me – as a tool, as a leverage to get us to do what they 
want to be done – usually buy something. Kids will say something like: “If you love me, you’ll buy me 
the new ---  or if you really love me you’ll let do this – if you love me you’ll let me go out  ---  if you 
love me you’ll let me drive the car.” Have you noticed – that is not what Jesus had in mind in this 
scripture lesson? 
 
Jesus was not trying to twist arms to get a certain something or to get something done. Jesus is not 
trying to manipulate us or motivate us to respond by filling us with guilt. He was not trying to 
manipulate us at all. Jesus says all of this with a sense of expectation. So basically, he is saying, If you 
love me . . . then this is the way that love is shown and proved so that everyone will know that you 
love me. This is how you will spend your self and your time – how you will journey with me. 
 
Being a parent in today’s world is exceedingly difficult. Today many parents feel both parents must 
work, and they must make hard choices. So as both parents work to fulfill themselves, and/or provide 
an income that will keep that family, it is hard to raise children with the care they need. If a young 
mother chooses to stay home and raise her child, often she looked down upon by certain working 
mothers as being less of a woman. If a young father chooses to stay home and be the caregiver and 
househusband, he is looked on as being a freak or a weirdo. But if both parents work, many times they 
both feel guilty that their children are not getting enough love, attention, time with the parents. And 
then put single parents and blended families into this mix and you can see how exceedingly difficult it 
is to be a parent in today’s world. 
 
There is an answer, or at least part of an answer is in the scripture lesson. Home is so important – it 
affects everything we are and do and how we become who we are today. Normally, what happens at 
home in the formative years determines how a child will live out the rest of their life. If home is a place 
of violence, then likely the children will be violent. If home is a place of faith and prayer, then 
generally the children from that home will be faith-filled and prayerful. If home is a place of abuse, 
then that abuse will be perpetuated whether alcohol, drugs, or sexual abuse. If home is a place of 
unconditional love and grace, then the children of that home will generally perpetuate that 
unconditional love and grace. 
 
This scripture lesson helps us in several ways. It teaches us what to do so as to a create healthy 
environment within our homes. An environment of Love, an environment of Grace, An environment of 
Faith, and an environment of Security. Look at these: 
 
Loving God and being loved by God, that is what it is all about. It is also about how God shows that 
continued love through the power and presence of the Holy Spirit. We are called to do this – to create 
an environment of love – to live that love and to allow ourselves to be mirrors of that love for the 
world to see -- how that love builds self-esteem and self-worth; how that love helps keep lives centered 
and focused; how that love helps us live in ways that are selfless; how that love helps us to live out our 
lives as we journey through life; how that love is with us supporting us, comforting us and keeping us.  
 
That love helps us create an environment of grace within the home. To do that – we need to develop a 
home life that is not judgmental – that helps a child or an older one makes decisions and process what 
happens when a mistake is made. That teaches love and forgiveness. A home where children are given 
opportunity to try out certain things – certain attitudes and different ideas without threat of 



recrimination and a load of guilt. A home life that allows for mistakes becomes a home life that offers 
forgiveness and love.  
 
And that love helps to establish an environment of faith in the home. We strive to help you do that 
through what we do and offer at Granville Church – through worship and our educational and small 
group programs. It is a life-long process to help our children grow in faith and then to help that faith 
grow as we grow older.  
 
How do you remember your home – your formative years – some have good memories – some have 
rough ones – ones where parents struggles – some where death came and there was a void and 
parenting was provided by another relative. For my Dad – he grew up and lived in Huntingdon except 
when he went to law school and to the War. His mother died when he was 5 – he got a lot of support 
from his aunts until he had a stepmother. He respected her – but as we grew Dad never let us call his 
stepmother – grandma – that was reserved for his mother – even though he had faint memories – that 
was precious to him and we were taught to remember our mothers and grandmothers. 
 
For my mom – her home life started in Brooklyn and her dad moved frequently as he was a traveling 
salesman selling fertilizer to farmers in PA and other east coast areas – so her home of residence 
changed. Life was unsettled at time and was rough at times and finally settled in Ridgewood New 
Jersey. Amidst some of the struggles there was love and a very strong faith that was practiced. 
 
God does not say – if you love me - I’ll do this for you. God shared his love and life for you. You were 
given life by a mother – maybe planned – maybe a surprise – home life may have been different than 
another – love was shared – just as God shared his love through Christ with you. God says – I love you 
– do this – love one another – remember that power and love this day. 
 
OFFER A PRAYER – you may want to refer to the Prayer List  
 
A GUIDED PRAYER  
O Gracious Holy One, we come together this day celebrating the role that mothers have played in our 
lives. We thank you for the present love and the memories of our mothers and grandmothers. Open our 
hearts continually to your love through others. Keep us mindful of those for whom this is a difficult 
day – made extra difficult because of this virus that had us not having family gathering – traveling to 
see mom. Help us to reach out to them. Jesus reminded his disciples that they always have a place in 
his heart and that there is a special place for them in God’s realm. We ask this in the name of the One 
who taught us to pray ... 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
 
BENEDICTION  
Go about life in peace. Bring hope to this world. Go in love; to bring joy to this world that now hurts. 
Go in the knowledge that God goes with you, loving you and guiding your steps on your journey 
through this life and will keep you and prepare you to share with Him in eternal life. 
 


