
Worship 
Devotional 
For Sunday 5-17-2020 

 

Granville United 
Methodist Church 

Rev. G. Edward ‘Ted’ Corcelius, Pastor 

 
GATHERING THOUGHTS   
Do you look for love? Do you look and wonder about God? We search – we all seek for God’s love, 
hope and peace. Center yourself as we focus on God’s love. 
 
GATHERING WORDS FOR WORSHIP 
Live in God’s love! Let that love of God be poured out for all God’s people! O God, bring hope and 
peace to all whom you meet. Help us to bring hope and peace to whom all we meet. We are called to 
be you witnesses, O God. Help us to celebrate and rejoice, to Praise your name. For you O God and the 
one who has called, healed, and given us a purpose to love – a ministry of peace. 
 
OPENING PRAYER  
Lord of wondrous light and power, we come to you this day to learn of your will for our lives. Heal our 
wounds; lift our spirits; give us courage and confidence to boldly serve you in all that we do. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Lord of mercy, there are so many times in our lives when we feel alone. We wonder where you are. 
We cry out to you in our confusion, pain, and hurt. And when you do not immediately grant the 
prayers of our cries, we begin to doubt that you even care or exist. Stop us from going down this path 
of self-destruction. Help us look around and find the many ways in which you have blessed our lives. 
Forgive us when we are so quick to doubt and so arrogant in our demands of your responses. Give us a 
spirit of patience and willingness to be ready to hear your voice. Strengthen us for the ministries of 
love and hope that you have placed before us; for we ask this in Jesus’ Name. 
 
SILENT PRAYER – Be still and listen for God – offer your prayer 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Even in the midst of doubt and darkness, the light of God is shining in you, on you, and through 
you. Out of God’s great love, you have been redeemed and made whole, forgiven this day and always. 
Rejoice, beloved of God! Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:8-20; 1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-21 
 
REFLECTIONS – How do you know?  John 14:15-21 
  
Last week I deviated from the lectionary and used this passage from John 14:15-21.  I wrote about the 
phrase If you love me and reflected on Mother’s Day. This week I share it again as part of the 
lectionary. In a few weeks I will deviate again and begin a worship series.  Next week is Heritage 



Sunday – Aldersgate Sunday and then the following week is the holy day of Pentecost. On June 7, I 
will begin a worship Series.  
 
So – How do you know? How do you know that someone loves you? How do you know God love you. 
Is it when you hear that person say, "I love you."  Sometimes that isn't completely reliable, because of 
course, there are fakes and phonies who know how to use the phrase "I love you" to manipulate and 
control.  But you know – just hearing "I love you" is a very nice start – it is music to the ears! 
  
Another way of knowing that someone loves you is to see how they act – how the respond in your 
presence.  Are they glad to see you?  Are they kind and gentle?  Do their words mean what they say 
and do they say things that make you feel better or do they things that hurt you - make you feel worse.  
  
Another way of knowing that someone loves you is by watching them - what they do to make life 
better – your life better.  My father was good about saying encouraging words.  I heard him give 
supportive words. When mom questioned a decision – he asked supportive questions – not being judge 
mental – that was freeing – his way of loving us – yes I know I heard him say, I love you, Well done,  
it his other actions and words went so much further.    
  
Some of you might know that your spouse loves you because they brings home flowers––or 
remembers you with a nice card.  What if that spouse were to write you a love poem?  Wouldn't that be 
amazing!  For some of you if that happened – you might fall over – have to sit down quick. Well one 
spouse wrote to the other in this famous poem: 
  
How do I love thee? Let me count the ways. 
  
I love thee to the depth and breadth and height 
My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight 
For the ends of Being and ideal Grace. 
  
I love thee to the level of everyday's 
Most quiet need, by sun and candle-light. 
  
I love thee freely, as men strive for Right; 
I love thee purely, as they turn from Praise. 
  
I love thee with the passion put to use 
In my old griefs, and with my childhood's faith. 
  
I love thee with a love I seemed to lose 
With my lost saints!––I love thee with the breath, 
Smiles, tears, of all my life!––and, if God choose, 
I shall but love thee better after death. 
  
Wouldn't it be wonderful to have a spouse who would write a poem like that for you!  My guess is that 
you would fall down in astonishment if your spouse did just that––or what if your spouse memorized a 
love poem and recited it to you by candlelight. 
  
Well this poem - "How do I love thee?" is From Sonnets from the Portuguese. It was not written by a 
man to a woman.  It was written by a woman to man - by Elizabeth Barrett Browning for her husband, 



Robert.  Robert was a poet too, but it was Elizabeth who wrote this one - "How do I love thee?"  So 
maybe if you want a beautiful love poem, maybe you'll just have to sit down and write one yourself. 
 
And so back to Jesus – how would Jesus know that someone loves him?  Jesus was encouraging his 
disciples to know the answer to that question, and he gave it to them. Jesus said: (v15) "If you love 
me, you will keep my commandments." Short - sweet and simple, isn't it!  
  
What did Jesus command us to do?  Several things, Jesus said: (13:34-35) "A new commandment I 
give to you, that you love one another, just as I have loved you; that you also love one another. 
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."  
  
The love that Jesus commanded was agape love.  The New Testament was written in Greek, and agape 
is the word that is translated love.  To paraphrase Jesus  
 
 
By this everyone will know that you are a Christian if you have love for one another. They will know 
we are Christians by our love – that agape love that Jesus shared. 
 
That agape love isn't some sort of sentimental feeling. For some this is the way that many think of 
love.  Agape love is love in action.  Agape love is love that acts in loving ways toward the other 
person––regardless of our feelings or our political understandings. 
  
Jesus wasn't telling us to have and feel warm and fuzzy feelings for each other.  He was telling us to 
act – share – act in loving ways toward each other – share that love of Christ.  He encouraged each to 
help the other – no matter what. To help each other––to take care of each other – to act – to love. 
  
When Jesus gave this commandment, he was talking to his disciples.  He was sharing with them how 
to love each other.  Each disciple was to love the other disciples – no matter what.  Can we apply this 
commandment to ourselves – to the folks about us – in the communities where we live, work, worship. 
Jesus is commanded us to love the others around us - 
  
• to love the person next to you in the pew when we are at worship 
• to love the person next door – down the street 
• to love the person you cannot stand  
• to love the one on your committee who never shuts up.  
• to love the conservatives - to love the liberals and vice versa.  
  
And then Jesus shares with us why loving each other is so important.  He says: "By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have agape love for one another." 
  
In other words, Jesus gives us outsiders a glimpse of the heavenly kingdom to come and and under 
standing of the kingdom here as he tells us to act in love - act like Christians – be Christians – love one 
another – share that love in action so that others will see us loving each other – help each other – take 
care of each other – respond in faith – respond in love. When we do that and another see us – they get a 
glimpse of God in action and the kingdom to come. 
  
And when other people see us loving one another, it is my hope and prayer that they will want to get in 
on the action, because they too want to be loved and share love. Our love for each other will draw 
other people to us–– and to Christ. 



  
Oh – It is not easy to love one another.  We all have our issues – our excuses of why we cannot 
participate – why we cannot serve. In every church, there are people we don't like other people very 
well - people with whom we disagree––people who talk too much––people who never help––people 
who try to take over – people who try to control – because they are afraid to trust Jesus. 
  
Our church is just like all the other churches – it is made up of sinners, and you know- sometimes it is 
very hard to love love sinners – it just is not easy––but that's what Jesus asked us to do.  If you want to 
know what Jesus want you to do - well he has told us what he wants.  He wants us to love one another–
–to act in loving ways toward each other even when we don't like each other all that well.  He wants us 
to do that, why - because it's important – because it healing – it is forgiving – it’s sharing love.  He 
wants us to love each other, because then we grow to know the kingdom of God here and the one 
promised – the eternal one to come. 
 
Jesus said, "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, just as I have loved 
you; that you also love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another." They will know we are Christians by our love – yes – by our love! 
  
Can we bring ourselves to love each other––to help each other––to take care of each other––as we 
move toward the kingdom––helping people to see God living in us––drawing them to us and to God 
and our journey through life to eternal life? 
 
OFFER A PRAYER – you may want to refer to the Prayer List  
 
A GUIDED PRAYER  
Lord of love, you have asked us to keep your commandments. In your life you demonstrated the power 
of love to effect healing, redemption, and hope in the lives of all your people. Yet we are so unsure of 
the gifts that you have given us for ministry that we wonder if we can really do what you want us to 
do. We are a strange mixture, Lord. We are arrogant in our demands of your mercy and timid in our 
awareness of the blessings and gifts you have given to us. That’s why we worship today. We really 
want to sense your presence and receive courage truly to be your people in this world that you have 
loaned to us. Remind us when we bring names and circumstances before your throne of Grace that we 
also bring our own needs and concerns. Lay your healing hand upon our hearts and our spirits. We 
place our lives and our trust in you, O Lord, the one who taught us to pray… 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
 
BENEDICTION  
Being washed and then clothed in the love and grace of Christ, now go into this world with that healing 
love of God to be given generously in peace and hope. God’s peace will always be with you – it will 
always be with those who live in that love of God. AMEN. 


