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GATHERING THOUGHTS   
Sometimes our hearts are shut up like the doors that imprisoned the disciples. And we pray Come, Holy Spirit, 
with your mighty wind of justice, blow open these doors and release us! Darkness floods our souls and we 
wonder if we will ever see the light again. And we pray Come, Holy Spirit, let the flames of fire touch our 
hearts and our spirits and burn away our fears and frustrations. We sit, huddled in our own worlds of alienation. 
We are frustrated by the isolation from this pandemic. When will we ever be able to gather and feel the power 
of your love again, O God? Come, Holy Spirit, fill our lives with your love and free us to reach out to others 
with the good news of your eternal presence.  
 
GATHERING WORDS FOR WORSHIP 
Lord, our hearts are on fire this day! Set the blazes of hope that burn away fear! Lord, we come here to be 
empowered to serve you. Cause the winds of change to blow away doubt and alienation! Praise to God who has 
brought to us the Holy Spirit! We worship and rejoice, for God is challenging and empowering us this day! 
 
OPENING PRAYER  
Spirit of wind and fire, come to us this day, freeing us from our fears. Lift us up when we have fallen. Dust us 
off and set us squarely on the path to hope you have set before us. Remind us that we are never far from your 
presence. Get us ready for the great adventure and opportunities that lie before us. Help us to be good and 
willing workers for you. In Christ’s Name, we pray. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Lord of patience and persistence, we live in a broken and shattered world. All around us we see great evidence 
of hatred and alienation. We cannot help but observe the alienation of your people from each other. We create 
devices to separate rather than unite; to divide rather than come together in hope. Forgive us for our sins. These 
sins cause such division and hurt. Remind us today that the disciples, too, lived in a fearful world and that one 
day you came to them, as they sat huddled in fear, and you empowered them. You gave them hearts of courage 
and faith. Please bring to us the same hearts that we may serve you well, bringing peace and hope to our world. 
In the name of Christ, we offer this prayer. 
 
SILENT PRAYER – Be still and listen for God – offer your prayer 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Fear no more! The power of God’s Holy Spirit has set us free from the prison of doubt and fear! Now is the 
time to shine with the light of God’s love, given to you by Jesus Christ. 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS   Ezekiel 37:1-14;  Acts 2:1-21 
 
MEDIATION   Turning the Spirit Loose in Your Life   
If we focus on God in our lives (prayer, devotion to God, and service to others), the Holy Spirit will work 
within you – work within us – to do wonderful things. 



  
Today is the Day of Pentecost––the anniversary of the founding of the church––the church's birthday, so to 
speak.  I once served a church where they celebrated Pentecost by having the sanctuary filled with birthday 
party balloons – reds, oranges, yellows – the colors of the fires of the spirit – and they had a birthday party at 
the coffee hour.  They decorated the fellowship area with streamers and had birthday napkins and colorful 
cups.  It really surprised me as I did not know that the decorations were being planned – turns out they had done 
it for years.  
  
That first Pentecost––the day the church was born––wasn't that kind of fun party, but it was an exciting time 
nevertheless.  Just before Jesus ascended back into heaven, he told his disciples to wait in Jerusalem, and he 
promised, (Acts 1:5)  "You will be baptized in the Holy Spirit not many days from now."  
  
Jesus promised his disciples that they would receive the Holy Spirit––GOD'S Spirit––that they would be 
invested with God's POWER.  It was on the day of Pentecost that Jesus' promise came true––that his disciples 
were baptized with the Holy Spirit––GOD'S Spirit. 
  
Remember that Jesus' disciples were all Jews.  Jesus' disciples knew the Old Testament like the backs of their 
hands.  When Jesus promised that they would be baptized with the Holy Spirit, they would remember the stories 
of God's Spirit in their scriptures––in their history.  
  
To understand those Old Testament stories, it helps us to know the Hebrew word for spirit.  The Hebrew word 
is RUAH, which can mean spirit––or breath––or wind.  When the Jewish person saw that word ruah, all three 
meanings would emerge in that person’s mind––spirit––breath––wind.  And so when Jesus promised his 
disciples that they would be baptized with the Holy Spirit: 
  
The disciples would remember the Spirit (ruah) of God at creation. (Genesis 1:2) The Ruah "hovering over 
the surface of the waters."  
  
When Jesus promised his disciples that they would receive the Holy Spirit, they would remember Ezekiel 37:1-
14  and the valley full of bones––dry bones––bones "dry as a bone."  Dry bones, they are hopeless.  A dry bone 
has absolutely no life in it – right? -  But God told those dry bones:  
 
(Ezekiel 37:5-6) "Behold, I will cause RUAH––breath––spirit––to enter into you, and you shall live. I will 
lay SINEWS on you, and will bring up FLESH on you, and cover you with SKIN, and put RUAH––
breath––spirit––in you, and you shall LIVE; AND YOU SHALL KNOW that I am (the Lord)."  
  
Then -- "suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone."  
As Ezekiel watched, sinew began to knit the bones together, so that they became skeletons. Then flesh began to 
cover the skeletons.  Then skin covered the flesh. BUT there was no RUAH––no breath––no spirit–– in them––
so there was no life.  Those bones were no longer DRY, but they were still DEAD.  
  
Then God said to Ezekiel: (Ezekiel 37:9) "Prophesy to the ruah––the breath––the spirit, prophesy, son of 
man, and tell the wind,  Thus says the Lord God - Yahweh: Come from the four winds, breath, and 
breathe on these slain, that they may live."  
  
(Ezekiel 37:10) As Ezekiel did as God commanded, "the RUAH––the breath––the spirit––came into those 
bones, and they LIVED, and stood up on their feet––a great army."  
  
(Ezekiel 37:11) Then God said to Ezekiel, "Son of man,these bones are the whole house of Israel."  
  
You see, Israel had lost faith––had lost hope.  The Israelites had said: (Ezekiel 37:11) "Our bones are dried 
up, and our hope is lost."  



  
But God said: (Ezekiel 37:12-14) "I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, 
my people....I will put my RUAH––my breath––my Spirit––in you, and you shall LIVE."  
  
God had made a way of assuring God's people that they had NOT come to the end of the line.  
This was God's way of telling hopeless people that they could now hope.  
  
When I read this story of Ezekiel, I was reminded of our old saying, "Where there is life, there is hope." And 
so - Where there is breath, there is hope. Where the heart is beating, there is hope. Where the body is warm, 
there is hope. But once there is no breath––no heartbeat––no warmth––there is NO hope.  There comes a point 
beyond which no one can help. 
  
The story of Ezekiel -- the story of the dry bones was God's assurance that, for God's people––for US––there is 
ALWAYS hope––ALWAYS! It does not matter whether there is life or breath or warmth. It does not matter 
whether the bones have been lying on the ground for decades. The story of Ezekiel assures us that the Spirit of 
God – the RUAH – has the power to transform hopelessness into hope––death into life. It tells us that God can 
breathe into us the ruah––the breath––the spirit of life, and we can LIVE again! 
 
That is what happened at the first Pentecost.  Earlier, when the disciples saw the soldiers arrest Jesus, it sucked 
all the life out of them.  Peter had become a coward who denied that he had ever known Jesus.  We do not know 
what happened to the rest of the disciples, because they just disappeared––faded into the woodwork––went into 
hiding. 
  
The disciples started coming back to life when they saw the risen Christ.  But they really came to life on that 
Day of Pentecost.  The book of Acts says that the disciples were "ALL TOGETHER"––that is 
significant.  When the church is divided, energy is drained, energy is waisted - it wastes a lot of its energy on 
the unnecessary, but when we are all together, wonderful things happen – life happens. 
  
Then there was the sound of a violent wind––and the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit––and they began 
to speak in other tongues––in other languages. Their speaking in tongues had a purpose.  On that day of 
Pentecost, there were Jews gathered in Jerusalem from "every nation under heaven"––people who spoke many 
languages.  The Holy Spirit gave the disciples the ability to speak in the needed language––all at once––so that 
everyone heard the Gospel in his or her own language.  
  
That got the people's attention.  If you have ever traveled to a country where they speak a foreign language––
and suddenly you hear someone speaking English––that gets your attention.  You will be so glad to hear 
someone speak your own language. Often that helps you when you really need it. 
  
But there was another purpose as well to the disciples speaking in many languages––and that purpose was to 
say, "Listen up!  This is God speaking!  It doesn't matter who you are or where you're from––what you are 
about to hear is important––it applies to you." 
  
Then Peter stood up and began to preach.  He quoted a passage from the prophet Joel, who had foretold a day 
when God would pour out his Spirit on all flesh.  In his sermon, Peter said that that day had come.  THIS is the 
day that God is pouring out his Spirit.  THIS is the beginning of a new era.  
  
Until John the Baptist came along, there had been no prophet in Israel for four hundred years.  But at Pentecost 
God poured out his Spirit––not on ONE disciple, but on ALL of them.  Pentecost was God's promise that ALL 
God's people would receive the gift of God's Spirit. 
  
That means you and me.  At our baptism, we received the gift of the Holy Spirit.  That outward sign of the 
inward grace given through the Spirit. God lives in us.  We are God powered – God motivated. 



  
Can you allow yourself to be motivated by God – God powered. Can you let the Holy Spirit move through you 
– can you turn the Holy Spirit loose with in you.  
 
That is a challenge for any person who claims to be a Christian – to let the Spirit work – to let it loose in their 
life – especially when we all want to be so controlling of things within our lives. To do this – work on this one 
needs to clear the gunk out of the channels of your life so that the Spirit that dwells within you can work freely 
– move freely throughout you to motivate you to respond.  
  
How can you make that happen?  
  
Read the scriptures – read daily – start with some verses and then move to a chapter a day of the Bible.  
  
Next spend time in prayer – can you take five minutes to be in prayer each day––praising God––thanking God–
–and then offering prayer for others. 
  
Then resolve to do for other – to do at least one act of kindness each day.  It does not have to be huge.  You just 
need to do it – try small things daily – the spirit will motivate you into other things or ventures as you do this.  
  
As you do this you will feel the Spirit begin to come alive in you.  You will begin to realize how blest you are. 
That Spirit will make you a blessing and bring you blessings to your family and everyone you meet – and to 
those you serve. As the Holy Spirit is turned loose in your life and the miracle of Pentecost will become a 
reality in your life.  
 
OFFER A PRAYER – you may want to refer to the Prayer List  
 
A GUIDED PRAYER  
Holy Spirit truth divine, dawn upon this heart of mine. Be in me, be with me O God, so that by the power of the 
your Holy Spirit so that you will melt the bars of our own prisons – our own self-made walls of fear – of what 
we cannot see – fear of what is real and we do not want to acknowledge. We praise and thank you for the 
fulfillment of the promise made by your Son Jesus that we would have a counselor, a guide. We thought we 
could feel no greater joy than we felt on Easter Day when the good news of Jesus’ resurrection greeted our ears! 
But this surpasses all that. You have come to us in our imprisonment and you freed us. You have given to us a 
voice of power and hope to proclaim the good news – not to just ourselves but to others! To proclaim it in this 
time – in this time of a pandemic in safe ways. You have poured into our lives the Holy Spirit to be with us 
always! These things are so amazing to us. Thank you. We ask that you be with ones who face illness, who 
mourn, who feel lost and alone, who hurt in so many ways. We celebrate with those who have sought 
forgiveness and have received it. Help us to be motivated by your spirit to reach out with lovingkindness. 
Strengthen us for the days and times ahead. Give us courage to proclaim your love with our actions throughout 
our lives. We ask this in Jesus’ Name, the one who taught us to pray… 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen.  
 
BENEDICTION  
Go forth in the joy of the Spirit. Feel the power of that holy wind and fire in your lives. 
Go forth into God’s world as God’s own children, emboldened and encouraged by that power to serve and share 
this power! 


