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GATHERING THOUGHTS   
Today is Trinity Sunday – Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty 
– God in three persons blessed Trinity. Remember our God – the 
creator - provider; the redeemer; the sustainer.  
 

This week I begin a worship series – On Being Called, focused on the call of and messages of Paul. I will not 
be following the lectionary and most scriptures will be from the Acts of the Apostles. I will use two references: 
The Call by Adam Hamilton and Called, Hearing and Responding to God’s Voice by Susan Robb. If you want 
to read during this COVID time of being home bound – take time to read the book of Acts of the Apostles as we 
look at and study Paul and what he was called to do and what he did and shared. 
 
GATHERING WORDS FOR WORSHIP 
Sometimes things are good; other times they are not so good. Today we are here in worship with you O Lord 
hoping we will find healing for our souls. We enter this time with great joy, for we need this healing love. As 
we share in worship with you help us find a vision of peace for our broken world. Help each of us to become 
part of that vision and to hear your call, O God, to be those who will serve all people with just hearts, mercy, 
grace, and kind spirits. 
 
OPENING PRAYER  
Merciful and Just God, we gather this day, each of us with so many concerns on our hearts. Our hearts are 
concerned about the strife, the systems of injustice, that which strips people of their dignity and their very lives. 
Help us to be those who would seek peace and justice, who would fight for those who are oppressed, those who 
would offer voices for the voiceless and dignity for all humankind. Be with each one of us this day and guide us 
to her your call to us to step up and out and serve so as to build a just world in your name. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
We confess this day, O merciful God, that we have not always acted in just ways, spoken in loving ways about 
other, nor have we sought justice for our friends and our neighbors. We have found it easy to turn our backs on 
the problems rather than seeking to become part of a solution to them. We have heard of the many ways in 
which you have demonstrated peace with justice through the ministries of your Son, Jesus, and yet we have 
given only sporadic attention and lip service to them. Forgive us, Lord. Heal our selfishness, our brokenness, 
our isolation from the issues. Cause us to hear your call – your call to be witnesses to your great love as shown 
to us in Jesus Christ.  
 
SILENT PRAYER – Be still and listen for God – offer your prayer 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
This is the good news: Christ died for us that we might have life – a life forgiven – know that forgiveness this 
day and the abundant life through Christ our Savior. We are called by God to give our lives to ministries of 
justice and peace. God is with us in this and all righteous endeavors. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS   Acts 26:12-15 
 



MEDIATION   On Being Called   
Called To Follow Christ!   

 
Our journey in this worship series begins – we are called – called to follow Christ. On this journey I will be 
looking at Paul – and how he came to follow Christ.   
 
As I begin to share this about Paul, I need to have you remember some history – or learn some history about 
who he was and where he grew up. He was born in Tarsus – his parents were most likely well off as they were 
tent makers and they were Hebrew - part of the Jewish diaspora. Tarsus was a major city on the trading routes – 
10 miles from the Mediterranean Sea on a plateau at the base of the mountains. The city was a “free city” – a 
special status granted by Caesar Augustus – this helped trade and they were free from taxes. Paul was born Saul 
– his Hebrew name before his conversion. He was born a Roman citizen (Acts 22:26) – this was special as not 
all folks in the Roman Empire were Roman citizens. He was born about 10A.D. and was reared in Jewish 
studies, Greco-Roman Studies, and the languages of that area. At about age 12 or so he would have learned the 
Jewish Scriptures – just as other young Jewish folks are taught. 
 
As I think of Paul – Saul’s background – this time of early formation – it makes me remember my own that 
happened and makes me yearn for the stories that I have not known. My dad’s birth mom died when he was five 
– his dad re married a few years later – the stepmom my Nana – taught us her stories – the stories of the 
Fleming Family – her roots. It took years to learn the stories about the Green Family – my Dad’s mom’s roots. 
 
Paul / Saul had good roots – well educated – well intentioned young man who sought out leadership and sought 
to make a name for himself. He was about 20 years old – working to put down the people of the WAY and was 
in charge of the stoning of Stephen.  
 
(Acts 7:58-60, 8:1)  Then they dragged (Stephen) out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses 
laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul …. And Saul approved of their killing him. 
 
Quite young for a leader – quite young to be giving out these kinds of orders. Death by stoning required 
witnesses. The first witness who testified against the convicted individual had to drop the first stones upon him. 
The fact that they laid their coats at Paul’s feet likely indicated the authority he had been given to oversee this 
execution – he was acting on behalf of other Jewish leaders. 
 
If the person did not die from the first persons stones then a second would testify and then drop stones – if the 
person did not die after that then all those gathered round could take up rock and hit the person until death 
occurred. After Stephen’s death, we read in Acts 8:1,3;9:1-2: 
 
That day a severe persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were 
scattered throughout the countryside of Judea and Samaria….Saul was ravaging the church by entering 
house after house, dragging off both men and women, he committed them to prison….Saul, still 
breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high Priest and asked him for 
letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the WAY, men or women, 
he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
 
What was it that motivated Paul to volunteer for this job – the job of executioner – and then moving on to go 
house to house to route out folks and followers of the WAY. I am not sure – but later in his writing Paul shares 
in Galatians 1:14 I advanced in Judaism beyond many among my people of the same age, for I was more 
zealous for the traditions of my ancestors’.  Paul was out to impress – had the ambition – eager to move 
ahead in life and those Jewish leaders saw that and knew of his religious convictions and they made use of him. 
 
Ambition can be a good thing – it can be a hard thing on us. Paul was driven – that can be good – it can also 
make us short sided – not able to see all sides. Paul was absolutely convinced that these people – these folks of 



the Way were no good – he could not see how devout they were – how gentile and loving they were. He was 
just out to get them and destroy them. 
 
Sometime are we not that way – blind to others – blind to the hurt and as we are we just make things worse – all 
the time saying I am following God – God has called me to be this way – I am a Christian. But blindness – and 
being full of ambition with unwavering religious conviction can be an extremely dangerous combination. Why 
– because we have not listened to or for God – we just follow our own leads with our own adrenalin.  
 
Matthew 16:26 shares What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world and yet forfeit their soul? 
For many today, it seems it is my will – not your will (O Lord). We fail to surrender our ambition to God – for 
God’s purposes – motivation is good – if it is used appropriately. When we live and have our being in Him – we 
seek out that understanding – we listen for God – for God’s call – his nudge – his surge. For some it come in a 
big event – that is exactly what happened to Paul – he was in his glory – he had the letters in hand – off to 
destroy God’s people – the WAY in Damascus. He was stopped in his tracks on the road to Damascus This is 
the story I shared for our scripture today.  
 
Acts 26:12-15 I was traveling to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests, when at 
midday along the road….I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining around me and my 
companions. When we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language 
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It hurts you to kick against the goads.” I asked, “Who are you, 
Lord?” The Lord answered, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.” 
 
Some wonder about this event – some say it was a lightning bolt that struck – whatever it was Saul was blinded. 
To kick against the goads – a goad is a cattle prod with a point on it – use to move cattle in a certain direction. 
Jesus was prodding Saul – goading Saul into the right direction – failure to pay attention would hurt him and 
hurt others. Most interesting – love the imagery. Does not God have to prod us on a regular basis – as God seeks 
to lead us – trying to get us to live and be his people the way we are called to be not as we want to be. 
 
Pastor Dave Wilkerson wrote about this goading work of God that worked on him – he shares that he was 
sitting on a plane with his wife and a young person said to him – what do you do – Wilkerson said – I am a 
minister. The young man immediately jumped up and said “every time I sit next to someone, he turns out to be 
a Christian, I cannot escape it. I know that God is after me!” Wilkerson told the young person that what he said 
is most likely true and that the only smart thing to do in that situation is to surrender.  
 
Ever felt like that – the nudges – the pokes – the prods – is God speaking to you – is God calling you? Are you 
paying attention? Or are you being called like Wilkerson to give a nudge to someone else to encourage them to 
listen to God.  
 
So, who was it that nudged Paul / Saul – who was it that helped him? Temporarily blinded he was led by his 
fellow travelers to their destination of Damascus. This upright Jew who had was ambitious and followed orders 
– murdered and threatened folks who followed Jesus now was led – he was terrified – he was taken to a home 
on Straight Street. He sat there by that house for three days. He would not eat or drink. His physical blindness 
gave him a way of seeing his previous spiritual blindness – God was working on him and in his silence he came 
face to face a disturbing fact – he had a desire to serve God – he realized how his desire to serve God before had 
been distorted by his own ambitions and he persecuted people of God. 
 
And God continued with prodding as he sent another person Ananias to see him – Ananias was a follower of 
Christ – he was someone whom Paul had come to arrest. Christ had spoken to Ananias in a vision (Acts9:11,13) 
The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a 
man of Tarsus named Saul.”…But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, 
how much evil he had done to your saints.” Christ told him to go and pray with Saul so that he might see 
again. Ananias objected – fear was there – but the voice of Christ persisted and finally he went as directed. 



Can you imagine the courage Ananias had to develop to go – to serve – to follow the call. He went – did as 
instructed. He laid on hands and prayed: (Acts 9:17-18) “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you 
on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  
Immediately Saul was healed – scales fell from his eyes – sight restored – Saul got up and was baptized and 
became Paul! We never hear of Ananias again – but he followed Christ and did what was asked of him. 
 
From that Paul began to tell his story – began to preach and teach – remember he had connections – he was 
from a family that was well off – he was well educated. (Acts 9:23-25)  After sometime had passed, the Jews 
plotted to kill him, but their plot became know to Saul. They were watching the gates day and night so 
that they might kill him, but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the 
well, lowering him in a basket. 
 
We need to note that Paul’s conversion is the result of both his experience of Christ and the witness and sharing 
of Ananias – and you know that is often how it works. Most of us do not have Damascus road experiences or 
something big that happens that changes our life. It is the little nudges or prods of folks that change us along 
with God. We too may have had struggles as did Paul – our lives may not have been at risk – but I have know 
some who have put their lives out there to help save and serve others at great risk to their own life. 
 
For me – I came to know Christ at the alter rail on Maundy Thursday when I was young, and then I was 
energetic like Paul – I shared the words of Isaiah – Here I am – send me – and I did – I went and served and the 
nudges continued – I heard the call to chaplaincy and realized my call was evolving and the words of Jeremiah 
spoke to me – Go – I will give you the words to say – and I realized there are times when you do not need 
words at all – the call to serve in the military and call to active duty – to serve Katrina and Rita relief – to here 
people praise God because we were there – and say they saw the Lord through us – powerful. 
 
We all have been called – called to follow Christ – called to be people of the WAY – they way the truth and the 
life. All have been called to serve in different ways – I will share in future worship series ways this happens 
using Paul as an example. Blessing to you as you hear the call and follow – follow Christ. 
 
OFFER A PRAYER (a Private One) – then share A GUIDED PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
God of Love and Mercy, you have given us stewardship to care for this wonderful planet and to care for our 
neighbors. We have been blessed with a variety of gifts and talents and you call us to use them to help others. 
Open our hearts today to ministries of peace with justice. Embolden us to become part of this great cloud of 
witnesses who were unafraid to be your disciples. We think of so many in this church and in all our lives who 
have gone before us, they hear your call – to be the church - to brave the difficulties presented by life. We name 
them in our hearts before you, grateful for their examples that have touch our lives. (We take time of Silent 
prayer to remember those.) We also name in our hearts those people who are ill, who mourn, who feel lost and 
alone, those who are part of cultures of oppression and indignity. (Take a time of Silent Prayer and then lift up 
name from the prayer list – lift up name that you know ) Be in us – be with us and help us to be those people 
who, by our example, will break those chains of poverty and burst the doors that imprison their spirits. Be with 
Granville church – our United Methodist Church - that our church may be a witness to Jesus Christ in so many 
ways – offering peace, hope, healing. Through all that we say and all that we do - we remember and note that 
we are called to share Christ. We ask this in Jesus’ Name, the one who taught us to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen.  
 
BENEDICTION  
Go forth empowered joy to work for and with ministries of peace with justice. Be the good stewards of the earth 
and its resources – be good stewards of its people. Be the people that God has called you to be.  


